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Zambian president, Kenneth D.
Kaunda, is Christian committed to
applying God's Word to the way he
sets policy.

a

ICPCHE president, Dr. J.B. Hulst,
and executive secretary, Dr. Jobn C.
Vander Stelt, greet Kauud. upon bis

arrival at the conference.

Third World conference brings together Christian scholars
Sally Jongsma

"Strictly looking at
numbers, the center
of Christianity is
shifting from the
West to the Third
World."

An

earnest comment
by Dr. John C. Vander Stelt
after returning from the International Conference of the International Council for the
Promotion
of Christian
Higher Education (ICPCHE)
held in Lusaka, Zambia, captures the impact this conference
had on several
Western

participants.

made a resolution

"I've

never to

complain again," he said.

Vander Stelt's remark grew
out of two weeks of immersion
in the Third World culture of
Zambia. Vander Stelt, a professor
of theology
and
philosophy at Dordt and the
executive

secretary

of

ICPCHE for the past six
years, was humbled not only
by the extreme poverty of

most Africans, but also by
their happiness and their
eagerness to understand what
relevance the gospel has for
their daily lives.
"Strictly
looking
at
numbers," says Vander Stelt,
"the center of Christianity is
shifting from the West to the
Third World." In addition to

The commitment to Christian higher education
is
strong, says Vander Stelt, but
because of the poverty it
moves at a painfully slow
pace.
Justo
Mwale
Theological College in Zambia
is struggling to become an accredited seminary. Before that

increasing

library must increase to 8000
volumes. It presently has 4000
hard-earned books.
The educational facilities
also reflect the economic situation. At Ridgeway Campus
(part of the University of
Zambia),
where the conference was held, Vander Stelt
saw broken steps, cracked
windows, and, by North
American standards, a woeful
lack of equipment. For example, one of the faculty
members at Justo Mwale pur-

in

numbers,

however, Third World Christians

are

becoming

more

mature in their faith. They
sense the need for Christian
education that will train young
leaders in their own countries.
But therein lies the problem.
Although there are nearly
11,000 Reformed Christians in
Lusaka, the average family
earns $50 per month. They
need $25 just to eat. There is
not much left for Christian
education.

can

happen,

however,

its

chased his own computer
recently, in part so that reporting at the conference would go
more smoothly. One day into
the meetings, a photocopy
machine, brought on campus
for use at the conference,
broke down. A second one
broke down. The third and
last one they could find ran
out of ink after the first day.
There was no more ink to be
found in Lusaka. "And yet
the people have a sense of
identity and purpose that overcomes obstacles and helps
them find some way to work
around situations even if that
means, as it did, working on a
manual typewriter and using
stencils
and
an
old
mimeograph machine until 4
o'clock in the morning,"

says

Vander Stelt.
continued on page 2

ICPCHE charts a plan for thefuture
"R

ainbow

in

a

Fallen World: Diversity and
Unity of Christian Higher
Education Today" was the
theme

of

this

summer's

ICPCHE Conference held in
Lusaka, Zambia. The main
objectives of the conference
were to learn about Christian
higher education in different
regions of the world, to see
more clearly why Christian
higher education is needed in
A group of native dancers performed
before Kaunda's appearance at the
ICPCHE conference.

one's

own

culture,

and

to

foster friendship
between
Christian people and schools

for the benefit of both.
During the five days of the
conference
speakers
and
respondents discussed the role
of Christian higher education

were given by Dr. John C.
Vander Stelt and Dr. John
Van Dyk , professors
of
philosophy at Dordt.
In business meetings at the

in five distinct

conference,

situations

in

different parts of the world:
countries in which Christianity
is a minority religion, Communist and Islamic societies,

young nations, secularized
cultures,
and
churchdominated
societies.
Attendees, all directly involved in
higher education, came from
26 countries. Dordt president,
Dr. J .B. Hulst, who is also
president of ICPCHE, led the
conference meetings. Talks

Hulst

was

reelected president of the
Council. Vander Stelt resigned
as executive secretary to allow
more time for lecturing and
writing
in theology
and
philosophy. Another executive
secretary has not yet been appointed.
The Council also decided to
change

its name

to express

more accurately the direction
it hopes to take in the coming
years.
The International

Association for the Promotion
of Christian Higher Education
(IAPCHE) hopes to involve
individual
scholars
as
members rather than focus
mainly on institutions. This is
important, says Vander Stelt,
since many Christian scholars
from across the world are
working in secular institutions. An executive committee

composed of Hulst, Professor
J. Samuel Escobar, and Dr.
Drinah Banda-Nyirenda will
be responsible for charting the
course for the Association

un-

til the next international conference, to be held in the Far
East in 1992.
0
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"Whenever I return from an ICPCHE conference I am weary. The
conferences involve much hard work. But I am also refreshed, because
through these meetings I receive encouragement for the world-wide program
of Christian higher education," says Dordt president Dr. J.B. Hulst.

Conference examines role of
Christian higher education
throughout the world
continued from page 1

"Christians

in

Third World
countries like
Zambia have
tremendous'
opportunities for
taking God's Word
and relating it to
their daily lives.' ,

Difficulties such as these also
dominate daily life. Vander
Stelt tells about a woman
visiting the garbage dumps
each morning to look for cardboard which she then makes into little stools. Others were
found taking pieces of metal
from old cars and reshaping
them into pots and pans that
they could use at home.
Poor economic conditions
also affect other freedoms.
Security was a big problem at
the conference, says Vander
Stelt, "Imagine if you are living
in those conditions, and a whole
group of Westerners visits your
city:' The temptation to steal is
great and already the second
day one participant's briefcase
was stolen.
Other tensions, some of
which arose because Zambia is
on the forefront of the ongoing struggle for African in-

dependence and the fight
against apartheid,
affect
freedoms.
Dr.
George
Vandervelde from the Institute
for Christian
Studies in
Toronto, Ontario, and Dr.
Jack Nyenhuis from Hope
College in Holland, Michigan,
walked through a marketplace
and snapped some pictures
one afternoon. They were
brought to the police station
for questioning. Dr. John Van
Dyk, professor of philosophy
at Dordt and an avid birdwatcher, went for a walk with
his binoculars one morning
only to be interrogated about
his suspicious activities.
Yet, despite this situation,
Vander Stelt feels that Christians in Third World countries
like Zambia have tremendous
opportunities for taking God's
Word and relating it to their
daily lives. One of the main

speakers at the conference was
Zambian president, Kenneth
D. Kaunda, a charismatic
leader and committed Christian who was at the forefront
of Zambia's struggle for independence in 1964 and provides leadership for those
Africans who oppose apartheid in South Africa. "In his
speech he summarized very
clearly the meaning of the
gospel for society and human
dignity," says Vander Stelt,
For reasons like these
Vander Stelt and others have
committed countless hours to
ICPCHE. "For the most
part, " says Vander Stelt,
"Protestants have ignored the
role of Christian higher education in the Third World.
Marxists, Roman Catholics,
and Muslims already for years
have been setting up educational institutions to train
future leaders. We have confined ourselves largely to mission schools and medical
centers:'
Reformed Christians-those working to relate
God's revelation to their task
in daily life-have an important contribution to make to

this effort to spread the gospel
through
Christian
higher
education.

Professor
J. Samuel
Escobar, a Baptist who has
worked for 14 years in Latin
America in an Intervarsitytype ministry, is adamant
about the need for ICPCHE,
reports Vander Stelt. He feels
that an organization supporting Christian higher education
that goes beyond theology is
extremely important if Christians are to have any influence
in Third World countries.
"Muslims spend $20 million
each year on higher education
in Africa alone to train their
followers for leadership positions. We are just beginning to
see the need for such action,"

says Vander Stelt, As a small
step toward improving the
quality of education in Zambia, some of the conference
funds were given to Justo
Mwale Theological College:
$2000 for a telephone system,
$2500 for books, and $900 for
sheets and $300 for towels for
a guesthouse to be built in the
near future.
0

FRoM THE PRESIDENT
College .to University,
written by Paul L Dressel,
portrays
the history
of
Michigan State University
from 1935 to 1969. In his
book, Dressel describes the
transformation of a small
land-grant college into a major

task unless it is financially
strong and healthy. Parents
must encourage their sons and
daughters to attend Dordt for
without students the college
loses the reason for its ex-

university with a mission "to

istence. Constituents

provide the opportunities and
services required to help people improve the quality of

every opportunity to promote
the college. Those who work
on campus need the encouragement that such promotion provides. Also, each and
every member of the Dordt
constituency must pray for the
college. All of us-society,
board, faculty, students, administration, and staff-must
be faithful in the performance
of our duties and fulfillment
of our responsibilities. But, if
we do not seek and receive the
blessing of the Lord, all of our
good efforts will be in vain.
It is obvious that Dordt
needs the gifts, the children,
the encouragement, and the
prayers of its constituents. But
it should also be obvious that
such needs will not be provided unless there is, at the same
time, an acknowledgement by
the constituents that the ongoing progress of the kingdom of
God requires an institution
such as Dordt College.
Before people will support
Dordt College, they must be
aware, first of all, of the need
for higher education. OUf
children are growing up in an
age which is increasingly complex. They need the insight
that a college education pro-

their living, increase personal
Dr. ]. B. Hulst

satisfactions, and contribute
to the improvement of their
state, nation, and society."

At the end of this
fascinating volume Dressel
summarizes the impact of a
land-grant,
public-serviceoriented

university

such

as

Michigan State. In what is
probably one of the most
significant statements in the
book, Dressel observes,

"The

institution that would serve
the public must educate the
public
to demand
that
service. "

If what Mr. Dressel writes is
true about Michigan State
University, it is even more true

, 'The institution
that would serve the
public must educate
the public to demand
that service.' ,

supply gifts of money needed
to maintain the operational
budget, because the college

about a Christian institution
of higher education such as
Dordt College. Dordt was
established in 1955to serve the
needs of the Christian community by providing advanced
education which is in full harmony with the Word of God.
To continue providing such
service, Dordt must have a
constituency
that
enthusiastically supports the college. The constituents must

cannot perform its academic

must use

life in today's world requires
;
four years of college-at a'tuition rate of more than $5,600
per year! Still others are not
convinced of the necessity of
higher education that is Christian and Reformed. This attitude, of course, presents a
very serious problem because
it questions the very reason for

Dordt's establishment and
continued existence.
All of which brings us back
to the quotation with which we
began this editorial- "The institution that would serve the
public must educate the public
to demand that service:'
Dordt College is committed
to serve the Christian community. We thank God for
those who demanded and continue to demand such service.
But we also sense the importance of educating still others
to demand what Dordt has to
offer. We may not rest
satisfied with only those who
presently support our efforts.
We must work to build and expand our constituency, so that
there will be a growing number
of those who demand the
distinctively Reformed, Christian, high-quality education
that is the hallmark of Dordt
College. When that happens
we trust that there will also be
a growth in the number of
gifts and in the number of
students attending Dordt College.
We pray that growing
numbers may be educated "to
demand that service" which is
provided by Dordt College. 0

SouNDINGS

Teaching Christian'y: from theory to practice
, 'A theory that

John Van Dyk

During
the past year
or so I have been looking
closely at the question, what is
distinctive Christian teaching?
Through much reflection,
observation, discussion, and
interaction with teachers in
various parts of the U.S. and
Canada, a picture of teaching
as guiding, unfolding, and
enabling has emerged. Christian teachers guide their
students into the ways of
biblical wisdom as they unfold
and disclose subject matter
and skills, and in so doing
enable their students for
knowledgeable and competent
discipleship. Conversely, when
they do not clearly see their
guiding and enabling responsibilities, teachers may well
misguide and disable their
students.
But is all this talk about
guiding, unfolding, and enabling for discipleship not just a
lot of ivory-tower theory? This
is a very important. question.
After all, a theory that cannot
be put into practice or that
makes no difference in the life
of the practitioner is not a
good theory at all. We must
ask two questions: (1) What
conditions must be met if
enabling for discipleship is to
occur in the classroom? (2)
What teaching strategies can
be designed to create the optimum conditions for such
enabling?
The first of these two questions is clearly the larger one.
The requisite conditions for
enabling in discipleship are
diverse and are often beyond
the control of the teacher. Examples of such conditions are
classroom facilities, parental
involvement, and teacher personality, Sometimes classrooms are such dingy and
depressing places that no
learning of any kind can go
on, no matter how good the
teacher. Sometimes misguided
parental pressure or lack of
parent support makes enabling
very difficult. And sometimes
the personality of the teacher
stands in the way.
The second question is currently receiving special attention. In my work with
teachers, we are exploring the
discipling potential of a variety of teaching strategies. Of
these I mention the following
four:
Cooperative
nlques

learning

tecb-

In the larger educational world
cooperative learning is rapidly
;.y0'·WJ:::w:~u;~'t1.1WtW

cannot be put into
practice or that
makes no difference
in the life of the
practitioner is not
good theory at all."

Doyle Smiens ('79), an English teacher at Unity Christian High School in OfliDge City, Iowa, is using a variety of
cooperative lea.ming activities in his eleventh grade EngUsh classes.

becoming a much discussed stations in the classroom tions.
Meanwhile,
other
and
studied
subject.
where students can work on dimensions of classroom pracCooperative learning is not projects at their own pace. tice require attention as well.
simply a matter of having Such centers are commonly For example, what are the facstudents
work together.
tors that retard or impede efused
in
elementary
Rather,
it deliberately
classrooms. I believe that their fective Christian teaching?
counteracts individualistic and full potential for enabling for Just how does or can change
competitive
learning
by discipleship has not yet been occur in the classroom? What
designing situations in which examined. We are now explor- supporting structures need to
the students must take respon- ing the possibilities of design- be in place if the classroom is
sibility for each other's learn- ing learning centers that to provide optimum opporing. This kind of cooperative provide opportunities for (a) tunity
for enabling
in
learning seems eminently
effective alternation between discipleship?
suited to Christian education, cooperative, individualized,
By exploring these and other
for our students, too, are and competitive learning on all issues, we can contribute to a
members of the body of .grade levels, and (b) in- distinctively
Christian
Christ, called to work together tegrating the curriculum.
classroom practice. We solicit
and to support each other. At
your interest and support.
Confrontational, interventive,
this time I am working closely
Suggestions and proposals will
with Doyle Smiens, an English and problem-posing teacblng
be gratefully received. A
teacher at Unity Christian This kind of teaching seeks to vibrant and vigorous Christian
High in Orange City, Iowa. In evoke student response not education is, after all, both a
some of his classes Doyle is ex- merely on the cognitive and in- communal enterprise and our
perimenting-quite successful- tellectual levels, but also in corporate responsibility.
0
ly, I might add-with a variety regard to emotional and faith
of cooperative
learning
commitment
levels. Such Dr. John Van Dyk teaches
strategies.
teaching is surely in harmony philosophy and serves as director
with the frequently heard of the Center for Educational SerShared pruis approach
slogan "Christian
schools vices at Dordt;
Advocated by such Christian educate the whole child." In
educators as Freire, Schipani, reality, of course, much
and Groome, this approach classroom teaching aims at the
solicits student input from the cognitive side only, partly
very beginning of a course. It because cognitive development
seeks to determine where the is easy to evaluate. To educate
students are, both cognitively "the whole child" will require
and emotionally, in relation to another look at our teaching
the material to be taught. It and evaluation practice. We
takes into account
the need to consider such options
student's life outside of the as, for instance, the use of
classroom.
It encourages
creative drama and simulation
students to participate in the in a much greater variety of
design and evaluation of the classroom situations.
course. This approach teaches
These are some examples of
the students to take much specific strategies which are
more responsibility .for-i-and currently being investigated.
to develop a stronger commit- Obviously they are not the onl
ment to-their own learning.
ly ones. Nor can an examination of these strategies be
Multi-faceted centers
divorced from the larger curIn an attempt to make bis theories concrete, Dr. John Van Dyk spends two
afternoons eacb week worldllJ with Smlens fa his dusroom.
Learning centers are places or ricular and institutional ques-
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As part of the Latin America Studies Program, students use their skills to
help the people ln'the community. All of the students pitched in to help an
indigenous family build an adobe house In the highlands of Guatemala. The
owners of tbe new home proudly pose for a picture.

Studying in Latin America changes students
Cal Struyk

Calvin Struyk ('87) is studying
law at the University of British
Columbia.

"We spoke with
our host late into
candlelit nights of
things I had only
imagined Nazi
Germany to have
been about."

On

January 13, 1987,
eight students representing
eight Christian colleges from
across the United States arrived in San Jose, Q)sla Rica,
for a four month Central
American study experience.
Each student brought his or
her unique assumptions and
goals. Some went to learn
Spanish, others went to find
out first-hand about Contras
and Sandinistas, and others
simply wanted to live in a
cross-cultural setting. As one
of these eight students, I
found the program allowed
for fulfillment of all of these
goals and much more.
Dr. Roland Hoksbergen,
the Christian College Coalition director of the Latin
American Studies Program,
placed each of us in the home
of a Christian Costa Rican
family. As we came to know
each other and work together,
the religious and cultural dif-

Studying and working together in Latin America helped these students from
eight different Christian colleges sense the broad scope of the gospel for'their
lives.

__

4

ferences faded. Instead we
began to see each other as
unique people, Christians,
founded in Christ's love, living and working together in
Central America.
After settling .in, we began
to study Spanish and the
histories and predicaments of
Central American countries.
We also listened to Latin
speakers confronting us with
their legitimate concerns, critiques, and opinions. Even
though we were studying in
Costa Rica, the stories we had
heard and read about violence
and poverty hardly seemed
real, for Costa Rica is blessed
with a minimum of these problems when compared to some
of its strife-ridden neighbors.
But Costa Rica, too, is beginning to feel the effects of a
large national
debt,
an
economy based on decliningprice export commodities such
as farm products, the burden
of a welfare state, and the tensions on its Nicaraguan
border.
In addition to studying, individuals in our group participated in a variety of service
projects. Some worked at a
small business improvement
center, others helped with day
care, youth groups and Bible
schools. As teams, we also
worked on research projects.
Some of us studied the condition of a Nicaraguan refugee
camp; others, a small health
organization's contribution to
rural health care in an isolated
region of Costa Rica. Experiences
such as these
brought us closer to the Latin
people and mind set.
After three months of study
in Costa Rica, we were anxious to visit Nicaragua to
understand why so much inter-

national attention is focused
upon
that
country.
In
Managua
we spoke with
representatives of the Christian Democratic Party, the
media,
a human
rights
organization and various other
interest groups. We worshipped with local Baptist
churches at an Easter sunrise
service and watched Cardinal
Obando y Bravo in the annual
passion
march
through
Managua. Throughout the city
and the country, we saw many
signs
of a nation
at
war-helicopters,
gun
emplacements, and training
grounds. There was also a lack
of certain kinds of food and of
basic commodities such as
soap, toilet paper, and rice.
Based on OUf experiences,
everyone in the group agreed
that if the Sandinistas were oppressing their people it was
difficult to find hard evidence
for such an accusation. But
many questions
remain:
Would the Sandinistas relinquish control of the army if
they lost popular support?
Does U.S. policy against the
government of Nicaragua really have a justified position
amidst all the communist
rhetoric? Time will tell. Maybe
the Contra war effort will go
down in history as laudable.
But
in the
meantime
thousands are suffering and
U.S. Christians, it seems to
me, must examine the role
their government plays in
Latin America in light of our
biblical responsibilities to our
Latin neighbors.
After ten days in Nicaragua
we flew to Guatemala City,
Guatemala. We travelled by
bus through picturesque landscape to the cities of Panajackel and Chimaltenango.

We split into four pairs and
lived with indigenous families
and communities, which comprise fifty percent of the
Guatemalan population. I had
the opportunity to live with a
Presbyterian minister and.his
family in a region still suffering from persecution by the army. It was there that my partner and I felt genuine fear and
anger. We reported to the army, lied about our status as
foreign students, and sensed
the scrutiny of very hardened
eyes. We spoke with our host
late into candlelit nights of
things I had only imagined
Nazi Germany to have been
about.
Our host was very active as
a minister to the poor and as a
spiritual leader for the base
community he was instrumental in forming. The base community emphasized biblical
reflection by all participants
and a communal response to
the needs of its membersespecially food and shelter
needs. We were touched by the
risk he took upon himself by
continuing
work that is
suspiciously watched by the
army and by his willingess to
host gringos like ourselves. Of
us he requested only prayers
and a genuine effort to influence Christians in North
America to help alleviate the
suffering that many brothers
and sisters in Christ must endure in Central America.
For all of us the Latin
American Studies Program
gave more than we could have
anticipated. We have been permanently
altered
in our
perspectives and have gained
abilities and insights that four
years on a college campus
could never have as fully provided.
0
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Grandma's Poem
When the family comes trooping into your house,
creaking up the flaking porch steps,
we find you
sitting at the table,
wiping at non-existing crumbs,
and then waving us in
with your thick wrinkled hand,
speckled with tiny Avon rings.
You stand to pull the stained, chipped coffee mugs from the
shelves, your dress unfolds tent-like around youa cascading drapery of blue and yellow flowers.
You were a meadow to me as a child, Grandma.
A warm soft mass of blue and yellow flowers,
fragrant with the scent of lilacs.
.
After you start the coffee maker brewing my childhood' smell
of "Grandma's house,"

you sit back in your chair at the table,
your eyes, crinkled, half-shut in pleasure,
gleam lively brown as you look
from the younger grandchildren playing with rusty blue
trucks and cracked orange spacemen in the living room
to the front porch where Grandpa's old fur hat still hangs,
and out the window beside you
which blows lilac-scented breezes past the red-checkered
curtains and lifts your thinning black hair.
When the coffee has been poured,
cakes, cookies, or bars move from cupboard top to table
sending a molten flood of tiny golden ants into hiding
behind the homemade bread box you got for a Christmas
present.
You were a Christmas to me as a child, Grandma.
Candies and toys, shades of warmth glowing in the cold white
of my private winters.
Talking begins
each of my uncles
trying to outdo the other's hunting and fishing stories.
Laughter begins
and grows
till the small bell
you hung on the kitchen wall
faintly chimes,
and the pink fish with their plastic bubbles
rattle against your pink bathroom wall.
Family
snapshots stuck in the doorframes,
peeking between all your potted plants.
You are our roots, our glue, our rope, our hive.

And then you laugh.
And, ah, Grandma, when you laugh is when I think
I love you best.
It bursts out of you,
your Grandma body rolls with ita shaking safe quilt of blue and yellow flowers.
You roar with unexpected heartinessMrs. Santa Claus. Your laughter wakes up my heart
and it smiles.
But I sometimes look at you
and you look back
with weary red age in your eyes.
There may not always be a time to laugh
but Grandma, while you can, fill me with joylaugh for me.
You are a Grandma to me, Grandma.
And that may mean different things to different people,
or nothing at all to some others.
But you are, to me, what is in this poem.
And what is in this poem, is what is in you, to me.
Glenda Brandes

aurora borealis

The
Arts

again
angels
-do
not
be afraidde
sc
en
de
d

poetry winners of
the 1987 Martin
Seven Writing
Competition

Jacob's
Ladder,
and
from
earthen
alter
flung
a voiceless
aria
against
the night,
an
orchestra
of white
shivering,
fire
themselves
ascending,

leaping,
dancing
a thousand

among
whirling

galaxies,
charring

the sky,

leaving
stars,
witnesses

smoldering
to more

than
majesty.
And I,
could I divorce
this body,
would leave my own
testimony
and touch those flames.
Lakeshore Drive

Melanie Ten Pas

Susan Powell

Flushing Out Internal Demons
In my mind jerks a flaming haired boy
who screeches as he hurtles through the hallway
and clawing the air with his fingernails
leaps and tightly grips
a vine that swings him tree to tree
while he yodels and beats a hairless chest
his lumpy pectorals lengthen as he
slides to the end of the knotted plant
and dives into a cold blue sea
her hair sways and swims while she kicks
her mermaid tail and surfaces smiling
she pulls herself onto a rock to warm her
cool white wings and feathered head
its wingtips touch the sea then catch
the current up and up into the sky
and downward thrusts a sharp and airy breath
onto a herd of groveling pigs
who in their confusion break the gate
and gallop whole hog to the cliff's edge
where they swan dive, legs spread into the water
which steaming hot beats my head
as suds slip from my arms and legs
and swirl thickly into the drain.
Now I am pink and squeaky clean.
Angela Struyk

Summer Sidewalk Contrast

The photographs were taken for a
photography class last spring.

Rich Koele
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CRC Quota Support (1)

Understanding its history

-

Lyle Gritters

Denominational
quota support for Christian
higher education has been a
controversial
issue in the
Christian Reformed Church
since the late l800s.
Before Dordt College was
established in 1955, the debate
focused on whether or not the
church should, in principle,
own, operate, and collect
denominational quotas for the
operation of a liberal arts college.
The establishment of Dordt
College complicated the issue.
The church now not only had
to defend the principle of owning and operating a liberal arts
college (Calvin College); it had
to decide how to be equitable
to a society of Christian

Reformed people who wished
to establish
and support
another liberal arts college,
but who were also required to
support
Calvin
College
through their church quotas.
A brief look at the history
of the quota issue may be
helpful to understand the
situation. Since the founding
of Calvin as the denomination's "theological school,"
the CRC has collected a
"denominational quota" for
the operation and support of
that institution. Before Dordt
was founded, that "per family" denominational quota was
shared equally and uniformly
by every family in the
denomination.
However, as Calvin expanded into liberal arts programs,
which had uno connection

Your Gift Dollar
Did you know that without your
generous gifts, tuition at Oordt College
would be $1,135 higher each year for
every student? Based on audited
figures for the year ending June 30,

Instructional
& Academic

Support

"Median for
other colleges

1987, operational gift income
represented 17 percent of the total
dollars spent for educational and
general pu rposes.

General
Institutional
Expense

Student

Physical

Student

Public

Financial
Aid

Plant

Services

Service

How does Dordt spend each dollar given?

51¢

of each dollar goes toward funding the instructional program. This
includes salaries of our professors, academic materials and equipment,
and related expenses.
of each dollar goes to the general administration expenses of operating
the college. Among the services included are alumni programs, college
publications, postage, business office expenditures, the president's
office, and fund raising costs.

12¢
12¢
10¢
O¢
6¢
$1.00

13¢
9¢
9¢
4¢
O¢
$1.00

of each dollar goes toward student financial aid. This includes the
institutional grant-in-aid, scholarships, Canadian exchange rate
assistance, student loans, and other related costs.
of each dollar goes toward the housekeeping, maintenance,
utility expenses associated with our buildings and grounds.

of each dollar is spent for student services. Included in these activities
are job placement for graduates, counseling services, student
recruitment, and student activities.
of each dollar is spent for public service. Activities included are the
work of the Studies Institute and the college radio station, KDCR.
of each dollar is spent for mandatory
reduction).

transfers (primarily debt

* most recent al'ailable statistics for other colleges Oordt's size
Furnished by fohn Minter Associates,

Please respond generously when you receive your
Annual Fall Drive allPea/.
6

repair, and

with
the
tr a i m n g of
ministers," churches began to
question whether Calvin College
should
be under
"church"
control
or
"society" control. From 1896
to 1920 countless overtures to
synod called for the separation
of Calvin from the church.
The declarations of these
early synods agreed that:
I) In principle a college
should be owned by a society
rather than a church.
2) Though it is not part of
the calling of the church to
support an academic institution, it does not follow that a
church may not do so.
3) For various practical
reasons it was not desirable to
separate Calvin from the
church and transfer it to a
society.
Interestingly,
the CRC
Synod of 1912 actually
declared itself willing to
transfer Calvin to society control as soon as a society could
be formed which was financially able to support the college and would guarantee the
Reformed character of the college. It even appointed a committee to organize such a
society. However, this committee came to synod in 1914
advising against transferring
the college to a society because
the committee members felt
that "our people were not
ready for such a drastic
change."
Synod concurred
and dropped the matter.
The debate flared up again
in 1926 after a classis requested that synod, in agreement with decisions
of
previous synods, take steps to
separate the college from the
church. A study committee
recommended, however, that
Calvin be kept under church
control. Synod agreed, and
again the matter was dropped.
The issue remained relatively dormant until the I94Os.
Classis California overtured
synod asking for a churchowned junior college on the
west coast. A study committee
proposed to the Synod of 1948
that synod proceed with the
establishment of junior colleges. Its grounds can be summarized as follows:
1) A church has an inalienable right, if so desired,
to establish and maintain such
schools to prepare future
leaders and to promote learning that is based on God's
revelation.
2) Only church support will
guarantee a fair and adequate
financial
basis for such
schools.
3) It would be manifestly
unfair to require local committees to support their own
junior colleges in addition to
being required to support
Calvin.

4) The Northwest Iowa
Christian School Alliance,
after several years of study,
has come out in favor of a
church-supported and churchcontrolled junior college.
But there was strong opposition to the proposal. Many
were opposed because of their
strong principial objection to
"church control" of any college. They felt that "Churchcontrolled colleges were in
conflict with our conception
of the instituted church as it is
related to the kingdom of God
and education."
Others
wanted to keep Calvin under
the church, but still were opposed to having the church
own other colleges, including
junior colleges. As indicated in
one of the reports, the primary
concern of the later group was
to build and strengthen
Calvin: "That synod affirm
the singularly
strategic
significance of Calvin College
and Seminary to the whole
realm of Christian education"
and "Before we can take our
educational programs seriously, Calvin
College
and
Seminary must be made what
the CRC must demand that
they can be."
The Synod of 1948 appointed another study committee. After a three-year
period of study, the committee
gave a lengthy report in 1951
that called for a standing committee to screen and coordinate activities and requests
regarding the formation of
church-owned junior colleges.
That
concept
was also
defeated. The Synod of 1951
finally adopted this motion:
"without committing itself on
the question whether junior
colleges are advisable, Synod
appoints a committee centrally
located that shall serve to keep
Synod informed with respect
to the feasibility and need of
junior colleges among our
people." For all practical purposes, the movement for
church-owned junior colleges
was apparently dead.
However, strong support
had grown in the midwest for
a junior college to be located
in northwest Iowa. Rather
than asking the denomination
to start a college, Classis Sioux
Center asked for a 20 percent
reduction in Calvin quotas to
allow a society to do so. A
committee recommended that
this overture be defeated, but
the matter would not die.
Synod appointed yet another
study committee to deal with
this new approach to the support of junior colleges. In the
next issue of the Voice we will
examine how synod dealt with
this new problem.
0
Lyle Gritters is vice president for
college advancement
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Forty-eigbt

alumni practiced and saved for nine months in preparation

for tbis summer's tour.

Alumni choir tours Europe
Dave &: Jeri Schelhaas

the Dutch was matched by the
excitement
of the choir
began as the dream members, eager to tell of the
of Mr. and Mrs. Grotenhuis,
graciousness and warmth of
was quickly caught by the their hosts as they reconvened
Dordt Alumni Choir of North- after a night spent with a
west Iowa, and became a reali- Dutch family.
ty when forty-eight concert
It is late-smouing toward 2:00
choir alumni from all over the A.M.-and-we are still talking to
United States and Canada met Jelle and Geeska, our hosts. Jelle
on Monday, June IS, 1987, asks if the choir members develop
for final rehearsals for their close ties with one another. I say
European tour.
that we do indeed, that even
Before arriving at Dordt on though we have only known each
June IS, the choir members other briefly, we have really come
had been learning the tour's
to care for one another. I tell of
music individually for almost the devotions on the bus each
nine months.
morning,
of the jokes, the
It is 7:30 Sunday morning. I get laughter, the serious talks, the
out of bed, brew some coffee, pop brief biographies shared on the
in the practice tape, find the sheet bus microphone, and conclude by
music and begin to sing. This saying, "There will be some tears
Sunday morning ritual happens shed when we separate." [elle
with semi- regularity for six nods: "That is the way it is with
months. Sometimes as I practice, I us; too. Even though it has only
imagine that perhaps in Indiana
been three da~ we have come to
or Iowa or California (in spite of care about you very much. A nd it
time zones) other choir members is more than our similar interests
are also hard at it and that in a and attitudes. We are close most
sense we are already singing of all because we are branches
together. In any case, it's a fine from the same root and that is
Jesus Christ" Tomorrow we will
way to begin a Sunday.
After two days of intensive say good.bye not just to.friends
rehearsals at the Dordt College but to a brother and sister in
Chapel and a concert before a Christ
After three concerts and a
packed house on Tuesday
service
in The
night, the choir, Mr. and Mrs. church
Grotenhuis, Rev. and Mrs. Netherlands, the choir left for
B.J. Haan, and organist Chris sight-seeing in Germany and
Teeuwsen
left
for the Austria. One of the first stops
was the majestic cathedral of
Netherlands.
Concerts were given in Cologne.
The size of the Cologne
Amersfoort, Den Helder, and
Andijk. Always the Dutch au- cathedral is stunning. We dash
diences were enthusiastic in away from it trying to catch it
the lens of our
their responses to the concerts. through
Reaching for superlatives as cameras-but of course fail Outthey talked to the singers after- side, tourists bustle everywhere,
wards, they used words such and vendors peddle postcards,
crucifixes and ice-cream bars. Inas "primo,"
"subliem,"
"wonderful," and "perfect." side, tourists scramble about; but
One Dutch host said as he they gradually hush and mO'lJe
drove his Dordt guests home: toward the center of the cathedral
"Sometimes the music was so as the Dordt College Alumni
powerful that it got inside me Choir sings that great Protestant
and even made my skin hymn, ':.4 Mighty Fortress," in
change." The enthusiasm of this great Catholic structure. By

It

Organist Chris Teeuwsen ('80) accompanied the choir on tour. Chris is currently working on his doctorate aad teachlaK oqaa at Redeemer College In
Aacuter. Ontario.

the time we finish, the tourists dent words of Revelation and :
have all come together and burst sing "The Song of the Redeemed"
into applause.
with thoughts of those alumni
Frequent rain did little to who have died.
diminish the excitement of the
But you're right Mr. G., we are
choir members as they visited not singing for ourselves, for our
other cathedrals-Vim
and own emotional peak and release,
Ottobeuren,
circled
the for our good memories. We are
medieval city of Rothenburg
singing for the glory of God and
on its walls, and wandered for those who have come to hear
along the ancient streets of God's clear Word.
Heidelberg. Two lovely, sunny
And then it was back to
days were spent in Salzburg,
America, with heads full of
Austria, walking the same memories: the Dutch artist
cobblestone
squares
that
who hosted choir members
Mozart walked, touring the and followed them to several
fortress and the Mirabell
more concerts,
drawing
gardens,
shopping
for
sketches of singers at each
souvenirs. And mixed in with concert. The roses given to
all this was the constant good each singer at Dokkum and
fellowship on the bus.
the spoons given in Andijk.
As I enter the bus and see empty The dazzling
organs
at
seats next to other choir members; Leeuwarden, Groningen, and
I feel not unlike I did on my trips Kampen. Singing "Grant Us
to the drug store as a child. (Shall Thy Blessing" as we flew over
I spend my nickel on a rootbeer, a the Atlantic, laughing on the
Snickers or on a comic book?) Sit- bus, saying good-bye.
ting near the Haans has been the
Mr. and Mrs. Grotenhuis
occasion for an enlightening
had a dream. It became reality
Dave and Jeri Schelhaas (ex '69,
discussion of some of the issues because of their faith and their
'67) teach at Western Michigan
Dordt has faced through the years. willingness to do an incredible
Christian
High School in
Sitting next to Grotenbuises
amount of work to see it
Muskegon, Michigan.
results either in an intimate sbar- through. It was a dream in
ing of situations in their lives which they envisioned not just
that have deepened their faith or a trip, but a rich spiritual exa hilarious anecdote from some perience for those who made
past choir tour. And I have 47 the trip. It became that for all
Alumni not qnly sang, they did lots
other ripe options.
who participated. And now it
of sightseeing in HoUand and
Germany. Here they enjoy a ride on
But the first purpose of the is a dream once again.
0
a Cllnal in the Netherlands.
choir was to sing. And so they
returned to The Netherlands
for concerts in Dokkurn,
Leeuwarden, Groningen, and
Kampen. Each of these ancient churches-cathedrals
really-seemed
more im. pressive
than
the one
preceding it, and singing in
them undoubtedly provided
the choir members with their
greatest thrills and richest
blessings.
It is going to be hard to sing this
last concert in Kampen. "When
Peace Like A River" will comfort
me too much. This is the last time
we will hear together the confi-
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The "old" picture displays were a favorite
gathering place for alumni.

,

Reunion

-

87

Saturday's workshops

Children's

activities were provided throughout

offered a variety of activities for all.

tbe weekend.

"And all had a great time!"

Class socials on Friday evening gave alumni the opportunity

to Ucatcb up" on
eacb otber's Dves.

Jim De Young
\.

,

"Most families took
advantage of Dordt's
offer of free
lodging.' ,

~~::::::::==';.;;;~~~:~~::~~:!ii_~V!ii

would travel
1000miles to spend a weekend
on a small college campus in a
small town in northwest Iowa?
What mother' or father would
be foolish enough to take a
four-year-old or a twelve-yearold along to that college campus for the weekend?
A Dordt college alumnus,
that's who! And what's more,
Mom, Dad, and the kids all
had a great time!
More than 80 alumni from
the classes of '77, '72, '67, '62
came back to campus on
August 7, 8, and 9. A few were
from Sioux Center, but almost
half came more than 500
miles, some from as far as
southern
California,
Washington State, and British
Columbia.
Close to ISO
children of alumni carne
along.
Most families took advantage of Dordt's offer of free
lodging, staying in either East
Campus apartments or West
Hall.
Most parents also made use
of the complete program of
children's activities. Babysitting for children under three
was provided throughout the
weekend, and a staff of more
than twenty high school and
college students kept older
children entertained with field
games, mini-golf, swimming,
roller-skating, a movie, and

they .left their child with the
staff member. Returning later
to "rescue" the child, they
had a hard time persuading
him or her to leave with them.
One alumnus wrote that the
reunion was "a great way to
get children of alumni to think
positively about Dordt."
Other alumni parents wrote
that following the reunion
their young teenagers said they
think they would like to go to
Dordt some day.
That was an added benefit,
but the reunion was held
primarily for the sake of the
parents. Activities for the
parents included class socials,
campus and Agriculture
Stewardship Center tours,
craft workshops, seminars
such as "Building Your NestEgg Without
Becoming
'Yoked' to It" and "Raising
and Maintaining Your Child's
Self-Esteem," and a banquet
highlighted by the newlyformed
alumni
readers'
theatre performing
"The
Monkey's Paw."
After the reunion, alumni
commented how nice it was to
have the opportunity to renew
old friendships,
see the
changes on campus, and
reminisce about old times.
One alumnus, however,
summed up a primary purpose
of the annual reunions. He
said that twenty years after
graduation his experience at.

other activities.

Dordt was little more than a

Parents
of
both
preschoolers and young teens

pleasant memory. But after attending the reunion, listening

W ho

hearing

Rev.

Haan

speak

in

the opening rally... , he had a'
better idea of what Dordt was
today. He could now say that
he was enthusiastic about
Dordt, its academic excellence
and its powerful Reformed
witness.

I hope that this and future
reunions will, along with
revitalizing an interest in

Dordt, renew excitement in the

perspective that makes DOrd!
what it is. Perhaps along with
their memories of an enjoyable weekend, alumni who
attend will take away from the
reunion encouragement to
continue to meet the demands
of discipleship in their daily
lives.

First call for '88 Reunions
Plans
are already being made for Reunion '88 and
preliminary information has
been sent to reunion class
members. Reunion '88 will
take place in early August, and
tentative plans are to continue
with August dates for most
reunions.
The chart below will enable
you to begin making plans to
'attend your reunion. Notice
that beginning next year we
will celebrate the reunion of
pre,I963 classes according to
the year which class members left

Dordt
Previously we have called all
classes by "four-year names,"

even those graduating before
1963 when Dordt was still a
two-year college. So members
of the class of '62 who attended this summer's reunion actually started at Dordt in 1958
and left in 1960. From now on
they will be designated the
class of '60, and all other
pre-1963 classes will also be
designated by the year in
which they graduated.
This readjustment means
that there is no class of '63 or
'64. The class of '62 was the
last to graduate from Dordt
the two-year college. The class
of '65 was the first to graduate
from Dordt the four-year institution.
D
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At consistory meedngs in Playa Negra, Joe Strong
meets with local leaders to handle problems and praise
God together.

Poverty is the crucial issue in Latin
America}
active in the village of Playa and leaders like Miguel once a
Negra for more than five month. We hash out problems
years. Playa Negra is a typical and praise God together. My
Up
the Honduran
mountainside I climbed. My village in the southern part of other two churches do not
heart was pounding loudly. I Honduras. The village is built have leaders and so demand
hadn't had exercise like this up from the beach and its 75 more time.
In San Lorenzo, I dedicate
for some time. The trail led grass-roofed huts are scattered
three
days a week to
through
cornfields,
over over 40 acres.
evangelism, preaching, and
Upon entering Miguel's
rocks, through underbrush
always going up. Ahead of me lO-by 15-foot abode, I am in- teaching. San Lorenzo has a
Miguel kept a steady pace. vited to sit down on one of the population of twenty thouAfter nearly an hour of three hammocks that hang sand people with only five
switchbacks and three rest from the main beams of this Protestant churches. It is the
only port on the Pacific, and
dwelling.
Lola,
periods for me, we arrived at humble
because
of the large army post
Miguel's
wife,
is
usually
cookMiguel's cornpatch. My t-shirt
two
kilometers
out of town,
ing
on
her
mud
stove
in
the
and my blue jeans were soaked
corner. The smoke fills the air there is a large red light district
with sweat. It was 7 a.m.
Everyday Miguel climbs this looking for an escape and and many cantinas or bars. I
mountain to clean his corn- usually finds it not in the found out that the myth of
patch of two acres with his blackened interior roof but "all those savages just waiting
handtool. To me the corn- lower-out the gaps in the to hear the gospel" was just
patch looks like one huge rock stick sides. The little child ly- that -a myth. There is no mispile. Boulders are scattered ing naked in the hammock sionary that I know of who is
one on top of the other with next to mine lets out a cry. bringing hundreds to the Lord
only little pockets of dirt be- Lola scoops up her son and every year. It's not like I
tween the rocks. In each soon is nursing him while she wouldn't like to. "Missions"
pocket four or five seeds have balances him on her hip. Her is a job of extreme ups and
been planted together. The faded dress is closed with a downs. Up when the church is
corn is lookinggood this year. safety pin. She talks constant- full and down the next week
The view is great from this ly to me as she cooks up a pot when only 5 people are in
church.
field. To my right is EI of beans and another of rice.
A church service in Playa
At the age of 13 Lola went
Salvador with its four or five
islands dotting the gulf of to live with a 42 year-old man. Negra begins at dusk with one
Fonsesca. The jut of land After two years and two of the two pastors entering the
about a mile to my left is children the relationship broke church and lighting his ColeNicaragua. Far below I can up. She went back to live with man lantern. Soon a guitar
make out other farmers squat- her mother. Five years later player starts strumming the
ting in their corn fields chop- she found Miguel and began guitar and singing a hymn.
ping away at the herbage that having more children. Six People come in from the dark
jumps up overnight. In the years ago Miguel accepted the with flashlight in hand. A sectropics,
where
the Lord in a service in the Chris- ond guitar begins playing. The
temperatures are high and rain tian Reformed Church. Soon' pastor reads a short passage of
is abundant the plants grow Lola also became a Christian scripture amid several amens
inches a day. The village of and they were married. Today and a nodding of heads. The
Playa Negra (black beach) is Miguel is studying part-time in weariness of the day is forgotCholuteca in a seminary run ten for a while as the confar below.
Farmers like Miguel do not by the C.R.C. mission and gregation starts to sing "We
own their own land. A distant takes a leadership role in his give you thanks, oh Lord"
and old and young clap in time
wealthy landowner owns most church.
with the guitars. One of the
As
church
developer
for
of this side of the mountain as
well as the property of Playa Christian Reformed World pastors teaches as the smaller
Negra. Each year the farmers Missions I work with five children either curl up on the
are given a different plot of groups of believers. Each bench or sleep on the concrete
land to use. It makes little sense group or church is at a dif- floor. Finally the guitars strum
to improve a field one year and ferent level of faith maturity, again and people pad out into
mostly due to that of the local the dark. Flashlights indicate
give it to another the next.
The Christian Reformed leaders. In three churches I the paths of the believers. The
Church of Honduras has been meet with the pre-consistory rest of Playa Negra has been
sleeping since long before.
Living in Latin America is a
dramatic change from living in
the United States. One morning I asked a young boy named
Alex to come fishing with me.
We walked down the washed
out dirt road to the beach. Not
far away was an inlet where
fresh run-off water met the
salt water. We took turns
throwing a small net. One,
two, four, five. We were having a heyday. Within a half
hour we had 14 fish. Alex then
wrapped up the net and we
went back to his house. A little
later I asked him why he
The Strongs vacation on the North Coast of Honduras. Pictured are Nellie,
stopped fishing when they
Elisa, Jeremy, Joshua, an~Alana.
Joe Strong

Sunday school programs draw cbDdreD lato tile eII.reb at aD early age.

were so plentiful. "We caught Joe Strong ('78) is a CR In{
church planter in Honduras.
enough," he told me.
The presence of U.S. forces
in Honduras is a constant
reminder of where I live. The
U.S. Marines have a permanent listening and lookout
post on top of the volcanic
slopes near Playa Negra. Most
people are very accepting of
the stability that the U.S.
presence gives their country.
The people do not feel the
same about the contras,
however. Most people including myself feel the
U.S.-sponsored terrorists are
not the solution for a peaceful
Central America. It's ironic
that a government and people
who hate terrorism are willing
to sponsor the same activity
under a different name. The "Living on a
government of Honduras does
not want these renegades mission field is not
pilaging their country. The
present policy of the U.S. always easy. Despite
"forces" them on Honduras.
Not many people in either difficulties, the Lord
Nicaragua or Honduras are on
has blessed us richly
the side of the contras.
In a country as poor as
in many ways. We
Honduras, it seems to me,
money should be spent
feel that it is a
eliminating the poverty rather
than building up arms and privilege of a lifetime
fighting. I say this because I
believe the real roots of the to serve our Lord
problems are not communism
versus democracy. As long as and Savior here in
the dog of poverty waits at the
doorstep of 90 percent of Honduras. It is our
Latin Americans, there are goprayer that the Lord
ing to be serious problems. As
long as the exploitation of the of the Harvest send
third world continues, the dog
sits gaunt, stomach rumbling more workers into
and eyes ... that can't be
His harvest field."
described.
0

FroID the Dordt Boc
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1.

a. Flannel-lined youth jacket in navy nylon "satin" with
"Dordt College" imprinted in white. Sizes: 6-8. $17.45
b. Like above but with heavier-weight quilted lining. Sizes:
10-12, 14-16, 18-20. $27.95
c. Jacket in toddler sizes 2, 3, and 4 is like above but in royal blue
"satin" with hood. Flannel-lined-$15.95 Quilt-lined-$17.95

2.

Navy "satin" sports jacket with quilted lining. White "Dordt"
imprint on back. Sizes: M, L, XL. $35.95

15. Pewter-look

keychain with Dordt seal. $3.35

16. Pewter-look

"sword"

letter opener with inset Dordt seal at base of hilt. $4.60

17. Concert Choir 1987 tour cassette tape. $7.95
18. "Be Thou Exalted, Lord!" Psalms series records. A collection of each of the Psalms
from the Psalter Hymnal. Arranged by Professor Dale Grotenhuis; performed by
singers and instrumentalists of the Dordt College Music Department. $6.95 each
volume.
a. Vol. I - Psalms one through 18
b. Vol. II - Psalms 19 through 28
c. Vol. III - Pslams 29 through 46
d. Vol. IV - Psalms 47 through 64
e. Vol. V - Psalms 65 through 82
f. Vol. VI - Psalms 83 through 100
g. Vol. VII - Psalms 101 through 117
h. Vol. VIII - Psalms 118 through 132
i. Vol. IX - Psalms 133 through 150
19. White ceramic coffee cup with black seal. $4.60
20. Large ceramic mug with gold seal. Available in blue, cream, gold, black, and emerald
green. $8.20
21. Ceramic salt and pepper shaker set. Cream with gold seal. $4.75
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3.

Dordt pennants. White on black felt. 8" - $1.3(

4.

Counted cross stitch kit. 8" x 10" finished si
colors of chapel stained glass window. $7.95

5.

Ceramic pedestal mug is black with gold im
$10.95

6.

Pillow with flocked imprint
tufted velvet. $7.50

7.

Coffee cup is orange with black seal imprint.

8.

Paperweight

in white on r

is solid oak with raised pewter s

------....,...---------------------------------------....,...----:-c----....,...-~--------------
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It Bookstore ...
9. Youth sweat suit. Top is gray with powder blue hood and trim, navy imprint. Powder blue pants with
gray stripe have elasticized waist and ankle. 100% acrylic. Sizes: 18 mos., 2T, 4T, 5-7. $15.95
10. 100% nylon lightweight running shorts with lining. White imprint on navy or powder blue. Sizes: S, M,
L. $8.95
11. Youth crewneck sweatshirt with "Dordt

College" and seal imprinted

in blue. Sizes 6-8, 10-12. $11.25

12. Crewneck sweatshirt with "Dordt College" embroidered in white. Sizes M, L, XL, and XXL available in
yellow-gold, white, maroon, black, gray, navy. S available in yellow-gold, white, maroon, black. $17.95
13. Children's hooded sweatshirt with "Dordt College" and seal imprinted in white. Colors: red, royal blue,
powder blue. 100% acrylic. Sizes: 2T, 3T, 4T. $10.95
14. Variety of bibs. "Little scholar" bib has snap closure, others tie. $3.95

1 black

14a. White with Dordt
seal in black.
14b. Yellow with
Dordt seal in
black.
14c. White with pink
trim. "I'm a little
scholar on my
way to Dordt College. Class of ??"
14d. Same as above
with blue trim.
14e. White bib with
teddy bear and
words, "I get
grouchy when no
one from Dordt
College is around
to hug me."
14f. Same as above
with yellow bib.

felt. 8" - $1.30, 24" - $2.95

8" x 10" finished size. Seal is in
[ass window. $7.95
I

black with gold imprinted

irint

In

1 black

seal.

white on red or black

seal imprint. $3.50

with raised pewter seal. $11.00

22. 100% nylon shorts. White imprint
on navy or black. Sizes: S, M, L.
$7.00
23. Sweatpants with elastic at waist
and ankle. White imprint on navy,
.gray, black. Sizes S, M, L, XL.
$12.95
24. Hooded sweatshirt with a variety
of Dordt imprints. S available in
powder blue and navy with white
"Dordt College" imprint in large
block letters across chest. M
available in navy as pictured; in
powder blue and black with small
"Dordt
College" and seal on
breast. L in navy as pictured and
same as M in powder blue. $16.35
NOTE: Pants (23) and sweatshirt
(24) are not a set. Exact color
match not guaranteed.

.------------------------------------------I
I
I
I
I
I
:
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

ORDER FORM

SEND TO:

SOLD TO:

Item No.

Color

25. Heavy-weight hooded sweatshirt
in maroon with imprint in white.
Sizes M, L, XL. $21.95
26. Youth sweatsuit in navy
white trim and navy imprint.
18 mos., 2T, and 4T are
polyester. Sizes 5-6 and 7 are
acrylic. $15.25

with
Sizes
100%
100%

Mail to: Bookstore
Dordt College
Sioux Center, IA 51250

Size Qty.

Description

Unit Price

Total Price

please enclose total in check or money order
m ade payableto

Merchandise Total

Dordt CollegeBookstore.

pleaseallow 4-6 weeksfor delivery.

Shipping and Handline:
If paying in Canadian

2

o

0

fundS multiolv bv 1.4
TOTAL

5
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Reporting from Bahrain:

The Middle East
needs "tentmakers"
to spread the gospel
Randy Palmer

"It has been in the

Arab world that I
have been made
most aware of the
crucial importance of
strong evangelical
Christianity-faith
that teaches the
necessity of
salvation, of living a
holy life, of
extending Christ's
rule.' ,

Finally,
just as I
prepare to leave Bahrain, most
North Americans have heard
of the country where I have
lived for the past three years.
When I left for Bahrain, my
bank in New Jersey was reluctant to accept my address as
simply P.O.
Box 1030,
Bahrain. A bank secretary
called me in New Jersey to
ask, "But what country is it
in?" But now, largely as the
result of the apparently
mistaken Iraqi attack on the
frigate USS Stark and the
subsequent buildup of U.S.
naval forces to counter Iranian
threats, Bahrain-an independent nation in the Persian (or
Arabian) Gulf-is on the map.
The United States seemingly
has written off the Arabs as
terrorist, anti-Christian and
anti-American-and therefore
to be opposed. It is appropriate, however to realize
the strategic and economic
significance of the region' as
well as the importance its people have in God's eyes.
Most Arabs are Muslim,
though a significant minority
are of Christian background.
It is true that Islam is a Christdenying, false religion. It is

Margo and Randy bave recently moved to Geneva, Switzerland, wbere hndy
will continue bis work for Reuters.
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The majority of MusUms caDDot be described IS violent or agairut Christians or even anti-American, says Randy
Palmer. The Arab world presents a challenge to Christians who are willing to live there and spread tbe gospel.

also true that some Muslims
are
vociferously
antiChristian, and many Muslim
governments
put unjust,
stringent restrictions on Christianity. But the majority of
Muslims could not be described as violent or against
Christians, and most probably
not even anti-American,
despite the unjust policies the
United States has tragically
often carried out against them.
More importantly, the Bible
requires justice for all people
or nations, even if they are
godless.
Other governments do not
have a right to invade or incite
revolution in these nations. On
that basis it would seem
justified, if practical-and I'm
not 100 percent sure it is-for
the United States to protect
the shipping of Kuwait, a nation whose tankers have
ruthlessly been attacked by
Iran. Strategically, it makes
enormous sense to maintain
influence in a region that has
two-thirds of the world's oil
and much of its wealth. From
the point of view of justice, it
is right for a country to protect
a friend.
From the point of view of
family, however, I wish the
whole operation could be
called off. I have a brother
who is a senior officer on a
ship identical to the Stark, and
there is a possibility his frigate
will be asked to patrol the Gulf
next year.
But duty sometimes calls in
an unpleasant way. I believe it
also calls us to take a more just
posture on the Palestinian
question-an issue brushed
aside by Gulf activity and one
still not understood by most
Americans. Yet it is the root of
much of the unrest in the Middle East and the cause of much
anti-American sentiment here.
Tragically, Washington has
made support of Israel-and
therefore the unjust suppres-

sion of Palestinians-a
cornerstone of its mideast policies
and has refused to take a
strong stand to protect the
Palestinian population.
As friendly as Israel is to the
United States, it was founded
in the 1940s on an unjust
seizure of Palestinian land. At
the turn of the century, all but
a few percent of the people
were Arab. The Jews' land
claim at the time of Christ
does not give them the right to
uproot, force out, kill or
brutally oppress the people
who have been in Palestine for
the past two millenia (and in
some cases even longer).
Israel's oppressive policies
and the Zionist Jews' antiChristian stance both seem to
ignore a key point in the
prophesies supposedly justifying their occupation
of
Palestine. God says repeatedly
that His people "will return to
Me" and only then will He
restore them to their land
(whether
spiritually
or
physically is not made clear).
Of
greater
ultimate
significance is that before the
Second Coming God will
redeem a portion of the Arab
people, just as he will redeem
some of each tribe and nation-whether Jews, Chadians
or Bolivians. A close friend
from
the
Orthodox
Presbyterian Church has been
in Saudi Arabia for many
years and is waiting for that
kingdom to be part of God's
Kingdom. He realizes he may
not see it in his lifetime, but he
has the correct perspective:
The Gospel must conquer people from all parts of the globe.
Very few of the Muslim
Arabs have come to Christ so
far. There are some, including
some recently from Saudi
Arabia, and that is very exciting. Undoubtedly the influx
of foreigners to the Arab
world to help build its
refineries,
airports and

hospitals has helped at least to
plant
the seeds which
"Apollos' will water.
It has been in the Arab
world that I have been made
most aware of the crucial importance of strong evangelical
Christianity-faith
that
teaches the necessity of salvation, of living a holy life, of
extending Christ's rule. The
churches here often do not
reach out directly to Muslims.
It is difficult (besides being illegal in most cases) to bring a
Muslim to church. But Christian churches are duty-bound
to playa key role by preaching
the true, full gospel. By definition, Christians have a gospel
to witness to-that of Christ.
Some of the preachers and
churches in the Middle East
have failed dreadfully in doing
that and have a lot to answer
for. The struggle evangelicals
face in such a church is usually
not on such questions as
whether or not baptism should
be administered to children,
but whether all except believing Christians
(such as
Muslims) will go to hell,
whether what God says is true,
whether
strong
biblical
preaching is important.
It has been thrilling to work
and worship with those who
are
following
Christ's
teachings, first in Saudi
Arabia, then in Beirut, and
now in Bahrain. One joy-and
an answer to prayer-has been
a delightfully worshipful and
biblical U.S. Navy chaplain
who holds services every week
in Bahrain. The Middle East
needs more like him (ideally
from Dordt alumni), whether
working overtly as a minister
of the Gospel or as a "tentmaker." someone able to
enter the area under another
profession. Your Kingdom
come, 0 Lord!
D
Randy Palmer (78) is a correspondent for Reuters News

Agency.
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Heinen finds excitement and challenge at Pillsbury
Sally Jongsma

Jack Heinen ('75) can't
think of a job he'd rather have
than the one he has now as
Director of Development for
The Pillsbury Company in
Minneapolis,
Minnesota.
After all," he says, "where
else could I have the excitement and challenge of spending my morning figuring out
how to grow and sell Green
Giant vegetables in China and
my afternoon
trying to
develop a new restaurant conH

cept.'
Jack has been at Pillsbury
for the past eight years. "I
very much enjoy my work in
business,"
he
says.
"Throughout my career I've
been fortunate to have worked
for and with a number of
outstanding
people who
challenged me, taught me a
lot, and provided me with
enough independence
to
grow."
Jack's first position after
graduating from Dordt was as
financial manager for Consolidated Managenient Company, a company providing
food services to colleges.
Two years later, he and his
wife of two years, Mary Ann
Verbrugge ('75), moved to
Boston where Jack began an
MBA program at Harvard
Business School. "The move
was exciting," says Jack. "We
rented a truck large enough to
fit our small car inside along
with our household goods. We
lived in a small one-bedroom
apartment (with no closets) in
Cambridge, about a IS-minute
walk from the Business
School. "While there, Mary
Ann worked first as secretary
for two professors at the
Business School and then went
back to school for a degree in
medical assisting."
The Business School program was excellent but very intense, says Jack. The first year
was especially stressful, with
artificial pressures and competition built into the program
to make it like the "real
world." The grading system
had a forced failure rate of 10
percent so the pressure to do
well was always present. During those years Jack began to
realize that as a Christian he
thought differently from most
of his fellow students. Unlike
many of his fellow students,
wealth and success at the expense of anything else were
not his ultimate goals. His
Christianity shaped his goals.
Both Jack and Mary Ann
graduated in 1979 and then

moved to Minneapolis where
Jack was hired by Pillsbury as
a financial analyst and where
Mary Ann worked as assistant
to the director of the Minnesota Academy of Family
Physicians. In the years that
have followed Mary Ann has
worked
full-time
as a
homemaker caring tor their
two daughters, Beth and
Rebecca, and volunteered in
both the church and Christian
school. Jack has continued to
work in a variety of positions
at Pillsbury.
In his eight years at
Pillsbury, Jack's positions
have included
financial
analyst, business analyst,
manager of several different
departments,
director
of
strategic planning for the corporation
and, currently,
Director of Development for
Growth and Technology. He
and others in his department
plan ways for Pillsbury to
meet food demands in the
years ahead. According to
Jack, there is a growing need
for prepared food that can be
picked up or delivered and
eaten at home. There is also
demand for healthier foods.
Two of the projects Jack is
working on now reflect these
trends. Pillsbury intends to
capitalize on the Green Giant
reputation for quality to expand into the fresh vegetable
market not only in this country but also in Asia. To do so
they must locate new sources
of supply for these vegetables.
Jack has been working with
the Wafangdian
Canning
Company in northeast China
to jointly produce Green Giant
fresh and canned vegetables
for sale in China and other
Asian and European countries. Another project Jack is
working on is to develop a
fast-service restaurant concept
that does not rely heavily on
beef. Jack's department will
develop a proposal which in-

eludes
menu,
recipes,
building, equipment design,
pricing, real estate strategies,
and operating procedures.
Jack not only enjoys the
variety and challenge of his
work at Pillsbury, but also appreciates the company for its
standards and goals. "As a
Christian I couldn't work for
just any company," he says.
"I feel good about working in
the food industry and for a
company whose high, uncompromising standards of quality
influence everything they do. I
also appreciate the company's
charitable contributions in excess of $10 million targeted for
nutrition
and
youth
concerns. "
Jack's Christianity also affects the way he sees fellow
workers, both superiors and
subordinates.
"All people
have value in God's eyes, they
should also in mine. I've been
blessed with having some terrific people who have made
management and supervision a
pleasure rather than a chore."
He is very conscious of giving
others opportunities he had
and not obtaining advancement at someone else's expense.
"My sense of priorities is
also clearly affected by my
faith," says Jack. "Although
my career is important and
necessarily takes a lot of my
time and energy, it is not my
first and only concern." He
tries to maintain balance in his
life with adequate time for his
family, church, and Christian
school.
"Thankfully I have not yet
been placed in a situation
where I felt I had to compromise my faith or values. If
and when that occurs, I pray
that God will give me the
wisdom to recognize what is
happening and the strength to
resist."
The realities of
business, says Jack, are that
there exist many gray areas

with no clear right or wrong
decisions or actions. "I need
to go forward in faith in these
situations trusting that God
will give me the wisdom to
make the right choices."
Jack is thankful for the
Christian world-and-life-view
he learned at Dordt, "It is
something that affects my
whole life, not just my
career-how I think, how I
raise my children, how I view
world events, how I deal with
fellow employees, the importance of Christian education."
"It has been terribly important to have a spouse with the
same Christian' perspective as
I, and we are both thankful to
Dordt for that. The importance of the covenant, the
value of Christian education,
and the special place for
children in the kingdom are
very important since God has
given us two girls to raise for
Him."
"I am also thankful for
other Dordt alumni. The
Christian community we experience with many alumni in
the Twin Cities is special to us.
Their contribution to the
churches and Christian school
is significant. And it helps our
walk with God to have other
people with the same perspective as we do in our church,
school, and community." 0

Jack also uses his business experience
to contribute to Christian organizations. The local Christian school
receives much of his and Mary Ann's
time and energy. "Maintaining a
Christian school in a major
metropolitan area is a challenge," he
says. With only 40 percent of the
students CRC, financial support is at
times tenuous. Transportation is also
difficult. Jack has worked with the
school's finances and public relations
efforts. Mary Ann is an active
volunteer In the school guild, in a
classroom, and in the office.

Making time for family vacations is
a priority for the Heinens. Pictured
are Jack, Mary Ann, Beth, and
Rebecca.
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fuTURE DEFENDERS
Joba and Katbleen (Ha ....... )
Ryker ('68, '69), Allison Grace, May
18, 1987, joins Rob, Erik, Tia Link,
Lora, Holly, and Thomas. John is
pastoring
at the Lord of Life
Community CRC. The Bykers live in
San Antonio, TX.
Jeff and Jackie (Boonstra, '74)
Archer, Kyle Mark, June 16, 1987,
joins Christopher, to. Jeff is a lieutenant in the Navy and the Archers are
stationed in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Ken and Norma (Yzenburd, '74)
Back, Jonathan Marinus, April 3,
1987, joins Julie. S, and Jana, 3. Ken
is a mechanic and Norma is a
substitute teacher for the Sheboygan
Public School System. The Backs live
in Sheboygan, WI.
Ed and Joyce Dieleman ('74), Kyle
James, June 16, 1987, joins Greg, 3.
Ed is a partner in the RolandDieleman CPA firm in Grinnell. Joyce
is a homemaker and also works parttime for her husband's office. The
Dielemans live in Sully, IA.
Joel and Gwen Peters ('7S), Kyle
Wane and Kara Sue, May 17, 1987,
join Shelly, 6, and Craig, 4. Joel is
manager
of Custom
Products
Technology at Keebler Co. The Peters
live in Lombard, IL.
John and Jolene (Mellahn, '76)
Korpan, Grace Marie, April 22, 1987.
John works at the Evangelical Bible
Bookstore in San Diego. Jolene
previously taught preschool and has
now become a full-time mom. The
Korpans live in Santee, CA.
Ray and Ellen (Vlieg, '76) Paquette,
Carol June, May IS, 1987. Ray is an
electrician-project manager and Ellen
is a chartered
accountant.
The
Paquettes live in Edmonton, AB.
Tim and Bonnie (Martel) sen- ("76,
'76) Lorne Lee, February 11, 1987
joins T.J., 2. Tim is self-employed in
the auto body repair business and a
substitute rural mail carrier. Bonnie is
the assistant administrator of the local
hospital. The Serrs live in Eureka, SO.
Dan and Deb Steenstra ('76),
Michael Daniel, May 1-0, 1987, joins
Leah, 8, Sarah, S, and David, 3. Dan
is employed by Sales Consultants as an
Employment
Recruiter.
The
Steenstras live in Midland Park, NJ.
Glen and Connie (Marcus) Vander
Well ('76, '77), Cassandra Lee,
August 28,1987, joins Kyleigh, 3. The
Vander Wells live in Grand Rapids,
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3. Hal has a carpentry business in
Loveland and Barb is a homemaker.
The Alsums live in Loveland, CO.
Brent and Janice (peters) Assink
('77, '79), Jessica Lynn, September
2S, 1986, joins Bryan, 4. Brent is
manager of the Saint Paul Chamber
Orchestra. Jan is now a full-time
homemaker
after working as a
medical technologist for 6 years. The
Assinks live in Minneapolis, MN.
Andy and Brenda (MUey, ex '77)
Skylling, Mark Anders, April 10,
1987. Andy is a tool and die maker in
Palatine, IL and Brenda works for
Baxter Travenol Labs in McGaw
Park, IL. The Skyllings live in
Gurnee, IL.
John and Sheryl (Miedema) Slegers
('78, '79), Joseph John and James
Michael, April 23, 1987, join Sarah, I.
John is the news director for KVDB
AM/FM Sioux Center and Sheryl is
now a full-time homemaker. The
Slegers live in Orange City, IA.
Stephen and Sheryl (Galema, '78)
Starn, Joel Andrew, August 31, 1987,
joins Philip Daniel, 2. Stephen works
at Vermeer Mfg. in Pella and Sheryl
substitute teaches and also teaches
piano lessons at home. The Stams live
in Oskaloosa, IA.
Don and Gayle (Haarsma, '79)
Deters, Sandra Sue, May 12, 1987.
Don is an accountant for the H. H.
Cutler
Company.
Gayle is a
homemaker and volunteer supply
coordinator for all Calvinette Clubs
southern Grand Rapids. The Deters
live in Grand Rapids, MI.
Ken and Deb (Butler) Petersen ('79,
'81), Hillary Jean, January 31, 1987.
Ken is assistant professor of biology at
_____
Monmouth
College.
Deb wrilino
is a

in

for the local newspaper. ThePetersens
live in Monmouth, IL.
John and Aleeda (Schaap) Vis ('79,
'80), Karlynn Danae, June 16, 1987,
joins Timothy Lee, 3, and Lynnea
Renae, I. John teaches science and
math at Bulkley Valley Christian
High. Aleeda does some substitute
teaching and is a homemaker. The
Vises live in Smithers, BC.

Mark and Rhonda (Huizena.)
VoaeizaDC ('79, '76), Benjamin Lee,
March 18, 1987, joins Robin, 9,
Daniel, 7, Sarah, 6, and Aaron, 4. The
Vogelzangs live in Paoli, PA.
Wisner and tinda (Miedema, '80)
Buckbee, Brigitte Lyn, March 27,
1987, joins Gwynneth,
1. The
Buckbees are dairy farmers and live in
Warwick, NY.
Rich and Karen (Arkema, '80) De
Bruin, Marne Lynn, March 22,1987,
joins Aaron, 2. Rich is a selfemployed electrician and Karen is a
book-keeper and a homemaker. The
De Bruins live in Oskaloosa, IA.
Gerald and Arlis Folkerts ('80),
Janis RoseAnne, April 18, 1987, joins
Jared, 3. Gerald is a visual artist and
teaches halftime and Arlis teaches
kindergarten. The Folkerts live in
Winnipeg, MB.
Zoltan and Gloria (Lazarick, '80)
Gergely, Nicole Lee, February 11,
1987, joins Chad, 4. Zoltan is a farmer
and Gloria has just received her ECS
certificate and is a substitute teacher.
The Gergelys live in Coaldale, AB.
Randy and Sharolyn (Ruisch)
Christians ('87, '82), Joshua Charles,
February 19, 1987. Randy is a teacher
at Lake Worth Christian School. The
Christians live in Lake Worth, FL.
Dennis and Sharon Rowenhorst
('81), Mark Henry, October 9, 1986,
joins Jessica Rae, S, and Travis Grant,
4. Dennis farms and Sharon is a
homemaker. The Rowenhorsts live in
Bphra, WA.
Curt and Pam (Kreykes) Vos (ex
'Bl, 'BI), Sarah Jean, July B, 19B7,
joins Grant, 3, and Rachel, 1. Curt is
employed by Goldman Dairy, Inc.
The Voses live in Chandler, AZ.
Andy and Lori (CIulstiaDs,
'B2)
Bailey, Heather Joy, March 20, 1987.
Andy owns and operates his own
heating and air conditioning business
and Lori is a bank accountant at the
Colorado National Bank-Technical
Center. The Baileys live in Aurora,
CO.
AI and Rosalie (Groot) Brandsma
(ex '82, ex '84), Michelle Leanne, May
21, 1987, joins Nicole Danielle, l. AI

BECOMING ONE
Robert Ledeboer, ('75) Mary Ann
San Jose, May 23, 1987. Robert is
employed as an engineer for Duininck
Bros. Construction Co. of Grapevine,
TX. Mary Ann is a student at Dallas
Theological Seminary in Dallas, TX.
The Ledeboers are living near the
seminary in Dallas, TX.
Randall Palmer,
('78) Margo
Cameron, February 8, 1987. Randall

has worked as a journalist with the
News Agency Reuters in Bahrain for
the past 3 years; Margo is a nurse. The
Gene and Thelma (,*heenstra, '76)
Palmers met in Saudi Arabia and are
Vermeer, Trevor E. James, July 17,
now living in Geneva, Switzerland
1987, joins Tim, 7, Julia, 4, and
where Randall continues his work as a
Tiffany, 1. The Vermeers farm in
reporter for Reuters.
Orange City, IA.
Rod Jansen, Leanne Tanis ('80,
Hal (Harold) and Barb (De Jong)
'78), July 5, 1986. Rod is a cashier at
Alsum ('77, '77), Mark Garret,
the Kellogg-Sully Bank & Trust and
August 1986, joins Hal,S, and Erin,
Leanne teaches Home Economics at
Pella Christian High School. The
Jansens live in Sully, IA.
I
CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
Randy Stille, Donna Vis ('83, '8S),
December 27, 1986. Randy works for
I We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are
the FDIC and Donna is a substitute
doing and what kinds of events are happening in your life.
teacher and speedreading instructor.
Please check and fill out the coupon below and mail to:
The Stilles live in Des Moines, IA.
Alumni Association, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa
John Nyhof, Sharon Bakker ('84),
51250.
July 18, 1987. John is an occupational
therapist at a rehabilitation hospital.
o Address change
o Marriage
o Degree received
Sharon is teaching grade 2 at Calvin
o Employment
Other
o Birth
Christian School. The Nyhofs live in
Winnipeg, MB.
Name
Year
_
John A. Vanden Hoek ('8S), Susan
Address
De Jongh, July 25, 1987. John
continued his education at the College
of Veterinary Medicine and now
New Item/Suggestions(s)
_
works as a pharmaceutical production
technician at Grand Laboratories, Inc.
Susan is a sales consultant at Northwest Fabrics in Sioux Falls. The
Vanden Hoeks live in Larchwood, IA.
John Tolkamp, Kala Peterson ('86,
'86), May 2,1987. John is working on
his mechanical engineering masters
degree at the University of Ottawa in
Computer Aided Design. Kala works
________________
J full-time as a caregiver. The Tolkamps
L
live in Ottawa, ON.
MI.
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is a dairy farmer and Rosalie is a
homemaker. The Brandsmas live in
Smithers, BC.
Wavern and Beverly (Groenendyk,
ex '82) De Vries, Tamara Jean, May
17, 1987, joins Shawn Adam, 2.
Wavern is Vice-President of De Vries
Electric, and Bev works in the International Dept. at Vermeer Mfg. The De
Vrieses live in Pella, IA.
Tim and Maxine (Feenstra, '82)
Haagsma, Kristin Marie, February 24,
1987, joins Melanie, 2. Tim is a traffic
engineer and Maxine is a homemaker.
The Haagsmas live in Lambertville,
MI.

Tim and Bernice (Wierenga)
Hollaar ('82, '82), Elaine Renee, June
10, 1987, joins Erin, 2. Tim is an audit
manager at Coopers & Lybrand. Bernice is now a full-time homemaker
after teaching for 3 years. The
Hollaars live in Mtsslssauga, ON.
Dan and Kathy (Bolkema) Kuiper
('B2, 'B3), Jarred Lee, March I, 19B7.
Dan is a teacher at Valley Christian
High in Tempe, AZ, and Kathy is a
homemaker. The Kuipers live in Mesa,
AZ.
Mark and Mary (De Wit, '83)

Borger, Andrew John, April 21, 1987.
Mark is a designer/draftsman for an
engineering finn and Mary is presently
looking for secretarial work. The
Borgers live in Denver, CO.
Dan and Karen (Groenendyk)
Broekhuis ('83, '83), Collin Daniel,
April 13, 1987. Dan is teaching at
Southwest Minnesota Christian High,
and Karen works at the State Bank in
Edgerton. The Broekhuises live in
Edgerton, MN.
Pete and Judy (Reitsma, '83)
Hansma, Karyn Irene, Marcf 10,
1987, joins Nicole, 2. Pete is an
automotive technician and Judy is a
fulltime homemaker. The Hansmas
live in Kitchener, ON.
Fred and Amy (Batelaan) Verwoerd
('85, '85), Julie Marie, July 17, 1987.
Fred and Amy own and operate the
Leisure World Retail Store. The Ver~
woerds live in Oshawa, ON.
Paul and Lynn (De Kruyt) Otto
('87, ~84), Nathan Mark, August 7,
1987. The Ottos live in Puyallup, WA.
Bruce and Rutb Ann (Slob) Bandstra (ex '88, '86), Nathan Michael,
June 24, 1987. The Bandstras live in
Sioux Falls, SO.

AwMNINEWS
Donald Sinnema ('69) has recently
been appointed associate professor of
theology at Trinity Christian College
in Palos Heights, IL. Sinnema received his master's
degree in
philosophical theology from the Institute for Christian Studies in Toronto and received a Ph.d in theology
from St. Michael's College at the
University of Toronto. Donald has
previously taught at Calvin College,
Redeemer College, Dordt College, and
at the Institute for Christian Studies
(Toronto).
Dr. Stanton L. Visser ('70) has completed his doctoral degree in counselling psychology from the University of
South Dakota in Vermillion. His
research
centered
on marriage
therapy. Visser serves as consultant
and therapist for the Creative Living
Center of Rock Valley and also provides community mental health services for Northwest Iowa Mental
Health Center in Rock Rapids and
Sheldon and Plains area Mental
Health Center in Sioux County.
Stuart Cole ('73) is currently working in the new Oliver Stone film "Wall
Street" starring Charlie Sheen and
Hal Holbrook. Stuart will playa Wall
Street colleague of Charlie's. Stuart
also recently completed filming a
scene in "Baby Boom" starring Diane

Keaton. Both films are to be released
at Christmas.
Joanne Bakker ('79) graduated
from the State University of New
York at Buffalo with a masters degree
in education with a major in English
education. She has been awarded a
research assistantship and has been accepted into the doctoral program there.
Joanne lives in St. Catharines, ON.
Dennis J!Jhn Rletema ('79) recently
received his master of arts in education administration from Northeast
Missouri State University.
Karen Van Dyke ('79) received her
master's degree in social work from
the New York State University in Buffalo. Karen lives in St. Catharines, ON.
Charles Jansen ('83) is working as
an accountant for the Reformed Bible
College. He previously worked as a
public accountant in Stevens Point,
WI for 3 years. Charles passed the
CPA exam in 1984 and received his
license in 1986. He lives in Grand
Rapids, MI.
George Eakin ('86) recently received
a master's degree in mechanical
engineering from Kansas State University. George works as a project
engineer at Osborne Industries. Sherri
(Koops) Eakin ('86) hopes to be a
substitute teacher in schools around the
area. The Eakins live in Osborne, KS.

HOMECOMING '88
February 1-6
"Celebrating Unity within Diversity"

A week full of events for
all alumni
A special invitation to
The Class of '83
Five year reunion
February 6
Organ students of Dr. Joan Ringerwole
A celebration of 20 years at Dordt
February 5 and 6

-------------------------------------------------------
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Banking and finance are John Visser's areas of expertise.
Before coming to Dordt In 1976 he worked at the First
National Bank of Chicago. He recently completed his Ph.D.
in finance at the University of Alabama.

Business program stresses liberal arts context
Sally Jongsma

Increasingly
business

more top

executives

are

recognizing the importance of
a strong
liberal
arts
background for America's
future business leaders. In an
article in the Journal of Career
Planning and Employment,
Thomas H. Wyman, chairman
of CBS, says, HI am convinced
that the future leadership of
corporate America will depend
on those who have experienced
the varied rigors of a liberal
arts education as opposed to
narrower,
more specialized
courses in instruction."

Jack Heinen,
a 1975
graduate of Dordt who works
as Director of Development
for Growth and Technology at
The Pillsbury
Company,
agrees. Constant change is a
"given"

in business, he says,

and the pace of that change is
increasing. In such an environment, knowledge of specific
facts is not as important as the
ability to think and analyze
and make decisions-skills obtained through a broad liberal
arts education.
In Dordt's business department this liberal arts focus is
based on a commitment to
serve the Lord in the business
world as well as in every other
part of life. Christians must
use their time, their talents,

their work, their money, and
their thoughts in his service,
states
the
department
brochure. For students and
faculty that means working
hard, not only to learn laws
and the skills required of a
person working in 'a business
institution, but also to develop
a Christian understanding of
economic

tions,

systems,

and

institu-

issues.

How

students view honesty, justice,

stewardship, and accountability will affect the way they
practice whether they work in
marketing,

management,

per-

sonnel, finance, accounting,
labor relations or taxation.
Dr. John Visser says, "We

try to help students see that
every element of culture is
founded
on some value
system." A corporation is not
a neutral entity; its practices
reflect its religious direction.

That may make it difficult for
Christians to work in certain

settings. "On the other hand it
provides Christians with many
opportunities as well. Religion
cannot be kept in a box," says
Visser . "As Christian business

people we need to struggle to
formulate a biblical perspective on such things as authority, wealth, wages, property,
prices, interpersonal

relations

Japser Lesage taught economics at Calvin College and Brock University before coming to Dordt in 1984. He holds
a Ph.D. from the University of Toronto and specializes in economic theory and Canadian economic hlstory.

and a variety of other concepts
that have a direct bearing on
our daily business activities."
Applying God's Word to
our business lives means ask-

mix of practical experience
and knowledge of theory.
Faculty have worked for
several years in banking,

ing the "big questions,"

Part-time instructors
also
bring work-a-day expertise to
the classroom.
The difference between the

says

Dr. Jasper Lesage. What is the
motivating

force

in

an

economic system? If the earth
is the Lord's, how do we function in a system that promotes
economic

individualism

and

self-interest?
However, asking the right
questions and formulating a
Christian approach to some of
these issues is not as easy to do
in practice as it may be in
theory. "Take the example of
a Christian businessman

who

does not believe that it is right
to pollute God's creation,"
says Lesage. "To eliminate or
even cut down the pollution
produced by his manufacturing company will probably
mean dramatically increasing
his costs. He may even be
forced out of business. What
does he do?" Christians may
have to be willing to have
lower profit margins in order
to operate as they believe they
should, but that still may not
solve the problem,
says
Lesage. "In my class I also
point out that business problems are not all economic. The
problem is often political.
Christian business people must
also be responsible citizens
and try to change injustices."
Despite difficulties, Christians should and do play important roles in business. The
Dordt business department
curriculum gives its students a

strong

foundation

with

courses
in management,
marketing,
business
law,
finance, economics, account-

ing, and business ethics. The
expertise of four full-time and
two part-time faculty members
in the department represents a

management,

classroom

or accounting.

and

the

"real"

world has narrowed, says
Visser. Students today learn to
solve problems, think creatively, find information,
computers, and make

use
deci-

sions-all things that they will
continue to do once they
engage in business. Senior
students have an opportunity
to work in a business as part of
their course of study. Some
opt to spend a semester with
the Chicago Metro Program.
This program tries to match
the student's interest with an
internship

in a business

in

Chicago. While there, students
participate in issues seminars

and workshops led by Christian college faculty members.
Other students work through
the department to set up an internship in the Sioux Center
area. Students have been
placed in banks, accounting
firms, retail stores, and small
manufacturing companies.
All seniors complete their
business education at Dordt by
participating in the Senior
Seminar. These meetings help
students and faculty address
important
economic
and
business issues from a Christian point of view. Discussions
cover such topics as pricing,
taxes,
unemployment,
and

business ethics. In these and
other settings faculty members
are readily available to help
students work through the implications of their Christian

planted,"

says Visser.

With that background
Dordt graduates enter a variety of business positions.
From the class of 1986, over
90 percent found jobs in
business within six months of
graduation.
Positions and
geographic locations vary
widely.
The 1987 graduates' job
descriptions reflect a wide
scope of ability: real estate
developer in Washington; internal bank officer in Sioux
City, Iowa; assistant manager

of a Pizza Hut restaurant;
Dordt College admissions
counselor;

accountants

for

Amoco Oil in Chicago and
Ernst and Whinney in Des
Moines.
Those interested in graduate
school have also found open
doors. Several graduates from
the last two years are enrolled
in MBA programs. Two others
are enrolled in doctoral programs in economics at Yale
University and Vanderbilt
University.
"Being involved in the
business world opens up lots
of interesting opportunities
for Christians,"

says Visser,

who recently finished his
doctoral program at the
University of Alabama. "In
discussions with others I was
struck by the fact that many
people have little direction in
their lives besides making
money. Many of them seem to
have an instinctive feeling that
life was not meant to be reduced to something so trivial.
This provides opportunities
not only to witness to the good
news, but also to challenge
people to consider an alternate
world view, and to realize that

subscribing to the notion that

primary

'business is business' may very

goal is to see our graduates
bloom
where
they are

well result in a world of missed

perspective.

"Our

Mert Gulker has worked for Lear
Siegler and National Water Life of
Grand Rapids, Michigan in a variety
of accounting and management positions. He also served as budget director at Lansing Community College.
Gulker is cunently a doctoral candidate at Michigan State University.
He teaches management and
marketing courses at Dordt.

opportunities."

D

Bob Hilbelink worked as a CPA for
20 years before coming to Donlt in
1979. His positions ranged from eccountant with "Big 8" firms to being
a self-employed CPA. In part due to
his expertise, Dordt accounting grads
have gained a reputation for
excellence.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

1987-88 Freshman Scholarships awarded
NATIONAL

MERIT

FINALISTS

Cynthia Dykstra, Bigelow. MN
(Faith Christian High)
Scott Greenfield, Harris, IA

(Faith Christian High)
Todd Greenfield, Harris,
(Faith Christian High)

IA

Robin Pals, Orange City. fA
(Unity Christian
HONORS

High)

SCHOLARSHIPS

CALIFORNIA
Ramona . Jeffrey Brouwer
COLORADO

Denver - Vanda Sjaardema
IOWA
Harris - Todd Greenfield
Harris - Scott Greenfield
Hull - Sheila Molendyk
Inwood - Sherry Fluit

Orange City - Dorthea Grossman
Orange City - Robin Pals
Sioux Center - Douglas Rylaarsdam

Sioux Center - Barbara Van Gorp
Sully-

Paul Arkema
MICHIGAN

Grand Haven - Marcia Wallinga
MINNESOTA
Bigelow - Cynthia Dykstra

Renville - Marvin Beekman
Worthington

- Ryan Gravenhof
MONTANA
Manhattan
- Curtis Smit
SOUTH DAKOTA
Platte - Alden Weg
ONTARIO,
CANADA

Tillsonburg - Timothy Pasma
MERIT

SCHOLARSHIPS

ARIZONA
Phoenix - Daniel Staggerda
CALIFORNIA
Bellflower - Steven Kortenhoven
Chino - Daniel Keele
Escondido - Amy Smits
Escondido - Edward Wilgenburg
Ontario ~ Darin Dykstra
Ontario - Kimberly Van Zyl
Poway - Laura Domingo
Ripon - Susan Van Till
San Marcos - Timothy Howard
COLORADO
Denver - Bret Dorhout
Denver - Kendal Kaemingk
Greeley- Bruce Disselkoen
IOWA
Ackley - Ross Johnsen
Alton - Michael Goedhart
Boyden ~ James Kooiker
Des Moines - Brian Robyn
Dike . Cheryl Graves
Elma - Jill Beran
Hull- Joel Haveman
Hull - Jay Kroese
Hull - David Moore
Hull - Laurel Pollema

Hull - Mary Smith
Hull- Jolene Vanden Berg
Ireton - Ronald Fedders
Ireton - Marlin Ten Napel
Kanawha - David Bekhoff
Larchwood - Robert Den Hoed
Maurice - Arlin Franken
Onawa - Peter Alexander
Orange City . Juliann Gesink
Orange City - Dawn Groothuis
Orange City - Angela Hegeman
Orange City - Allen Jeltema
Orange City - Kimberly Kooi
Orange City - Kristi Kooi
Orange City - Rita Mulder
Orange City - Gregory Pennings
Orange City - Merrilee Reinders
Orange City - Pamela Rowenhorst
Oskaloosa - Bonnie Bandstra
Oskaloosa ~ Lisa Branderhorst
Oskaloosa - Donna Groenendyk
Pella - Stuart Bokhoven
Pella - David Branderhorst
Pella - Patricia De Nooy
Pella - Randy Houk
PeUa - Terri Merminga
Pella ~ Thu-Suong Nguyen
Pella> Joel Van Hal
Pella - Leasa Van Wyk
Pella - Sandy Vernooy
Prairie City - Mary Natelborg
Rock vallev . Tricia Dirksen
Sanborn - Bethany Verhoef
Shelden- Dolan Granstra
Sheldon - Chad Visser
Sheldon - Karen Wietinga
Sibley - Tracy Groendyke
Sioux Center - Timothy Altena
Sioux Center - Khamko Baccam
Sioux Center . Patricia Boer
Sioux Center - Wesley Dolieslager
Sioux Center ~ Stanley Haak
Sioux Center - Nathaniel Meyer
Sioux Center - Tom Overlie
Sioux Center - Kevin Van Voorst
Sioux Center - Dale Vander Berg
Sioux Center - Dale Zevenbergen
Sully - Terisa Nikkel
Sully - Gregory Stravers
Sully - Jeffrey Vander Molen
Woden - Lori De Waard
ILLINOIS
Fulton - Lisa Bonneur
Fulton ~ Russel Medenblik.
Lansing - John Howerzyl
South Holland ~ Patricia Van Dec Aa
MICHIGAN
Byron Center - Sonya De Jager
Grand Rapids . Melinda Lachniet
Grand Rapids - Melissa Van Solkema
Grandville . Sally Jo Alferink
Grandville - Marcia Van Baren
Grandville - Shonna Zylstra
Holland - Scott Sterenberg
Jenison - Ronald Vanderwey
Martin - Joanne Haveman
Martin - Geri Westendorp
New Era - Teresa Van Gunst

Shelbyville ~ Marcy Talsma
Shelbyville - Sheri Vander Meulen
Wyoming - Carey Vos
MINNESOTA
Chandler . Lisa Vander Haar
Edgerton - Tammy Baker
Edgerton - Allen Brummel
Edgerton - Sheila Hoogland
Edgerton> Christopher Huisken
Edgerton ~ Jeffrey Nibbelink
Edgerton - Dawn Nykamp
Edgerton . Leah Reitsma
Bdgertcn . Jodi Talsma
Edgerton . Ryan Vander Pol
Edgerton - Randall Ward
Ellsworth - Kevin Jansma
Hardwick - Peggy Hoogland
Hills ~ Amy Bartels
Hills - Eric Bartels
Lismore - Wendy De Groot
Ogilvie - Martin Vander Plaats
Renville - Madra Watson
MISSOURI
Springfield - Tonya Dryfhout
MONTANA
Manhattan
- David Hommes
NORTH CAROLINA
Pantego - R. Shane Hubers
NEBRASKA
Crookston - Camielle Schelhaas
NEW MEXICO
Gallup - Cheryl Van Klompenberg
OHIO
Clarksville - T. Shane Armstrong
SOUTH DAKOTA
Centerville> Ethan Brue
Platte . Jana Meyerink
Platte - Marcella Van Driesen
Platte - J ames Vanden Bos
Platte - Stacey Vanden Bos
Sioux Falls - Elaine Gorter
Sioux Falls • Lisa Kollis
Tyndall . Brian Attema
UTAH
Murray - Lynn Van Heyst
WASHINGTON
Du Pont - Christine Nagy
Grandview - Denise Den Hoed
Grandview - Nancy Wolters
Granger - Fredrick Broersma
Lynden ~ Michele Cobb
Seattle - Diana Klungel
Seattle - Tania Roosendaal
Tacoma - Kristin Wouters
WISCONSIN
Beaver Dam - Mary Fields
Brookfield - Steven Theune
Newton - Neva Dehne
ALBERTA,CANADA
Calgary - Audrey De Deugd
Edmonton - Elana Kleine
BRITISH COLUMBIA,
CANADA
Penticton - Timothy Antonides
Port Albemi - Marianne Jansma
Smithers - Anita Veerbeek
Terrace ~ Steven Mantel
ONTARIO,
CANADA
Erno - Susan Wielinga

Bryan Kooi joins the Admissions Staff
RYln Hoekstra

A

Bryan Kooi
k1iiOOillillllilllilllilillliiOOillillllilllillli.
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new recruiter has
joined the Admissions Staff,
ready to roam the country
looking for prospective Dordt
students, Bryan Kooi, a 1987
business graduate,
joined
Mike Epema, Betty Addink,
and Leanne Van Leeuwen as
Pete Hamstra's replacement.
In hiring Kooi, Dordt
follows a growing trend
among colleges.
"Recent
grads," explains Kooi, "are
familiar with programs and
what the college has to off~r."

Time otherwise spent learning
this information can be used
for other important training.
KooPs job involves meeting
prospective students and introducing them to Dordt. Onethird of his time will be spent
on the road. This year he will
visit Iowa, South Dakota,
Minnesota,
Colorado,
Missouri, Texas, Georgia, and
Manitoba. Although one trip
may cost several hundred
dollars, enrolling just one student pays for the tour.
When back on campus,
Kooi follows up on his trips,
He also plans campus visit

days and campus tours. This
year. Bryan will direct Public
School Guidance Counselor
Day. a new program designed
to help these counselors discover what Dordt has to offer.
Kooi plans to spend at least
a couple of years in his new
job, Experience is an active
teacher, and Kooi expects
most of the questions he still
has will soon be answered during his upcoming
South
Dakota trip. His immediate
goal is to work with the admissions team in enrolling more
freshmen for next year than
Dordt has this year.
0

SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP
GRANT RECIPIENTS

AND

Harker's Leadership Grant
Amy Bartels, Hills, MN
Ryan Gravenhof,
Worthington,
MN
Russel Medenblik, Fulton, IL
James Vanden Bos, Platte, SD
Jack Visscher Memorial Scholarship
Mary Smith, Hull, IA
Presidential Grant For Future Leaders
Marvin Beekman, Renville, MN
Dordt Development
Foundation
Activities Grant
Jana Meyerink, Platte, SD
Robin Pals, Orange City. lA
Sheri Vander Meulen, Shelbyville, MI
Barbara Van Gorp, Sioux Center, IA
Lynn Van Heyst, Murray, UT
Alden Weg, Platte, SO
Huismaa Minority Students
Khamko Baccam, Sioux Center. IA
Vander H.al Foreign Students
Jan Jozef 80s, Heemstede, NoordHolland
Henry Ind Dorothy Diekman Grant
Daniel Steggerda, Phoenix, AZ

Dordt College Alumni Scholarship of
West Michigan
Marcia Van Baren, Grandville, MI
Teresa Van Gunst, New Era, MI
John Bonnema Business ScholarshIp
Pamela Rowenhorst, Orange City, IA
Steven Mantel, Terrace, BC
Waterford Business Scholarship
Patricia De Nooy, Pella, IA
American State Bank Business
Jay Kroese, Hull, IA
Martin Seven Communication
Ronald Vanderwey, Jenison, MI
Vander Haq Computer ScIence
Scott Greenfield, Harris, IA
John B. Hulst Teacher Education
Michele Cobb, Lynden, WA
Joe J. Dabm Memorial Musk
Chris Hellinga, Orange City. IA
Marcy Talsma, Shelbyville, MI
Kimberly Kooi, Orange City. IA
Minnie J. Oahm Organ
Angela Hegeman, Orange City. IA
Ringerwole Plano Scholarship
Michele Cobb, Lynden, WA
Dordt College MusiiC Grant
Kimberly Kooi, Orange City. IA
Terri Menninga, Pella, IA
Rita Mulder. Orange City. IA
Barbara Van Gorp, Sioux Center, IA
Chris E, Hu. Memorial (P re- Sem)
PaulAJketna,
Suny, IA
Allen Brummel, Edgerton, MN
Martln Seven Matb Scbolarship
Robin Pals, Orange City. IA

FALL RECRUITING

SCHEDULES

LEANNE
September u.october
21
New Mexico, Arizona, California,
Utah
November 9-December 3
Montana,
Oregon,
Washington,
British Columbia,
Idaho
BETTY
October IS-November 5
Ontario
November 16-December 16
Michigan, Nova Scotia, Prince Ed·
ward Island, New Jersey, Massachusetts,
Vermont,
Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Washington DC, Maryland
BRYAN
October 7-20
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska
October 21·30
Iowa, Minnesota
November 9-20
Missouri,
Nebraska,
Tennessee,
Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina
November 3O-December 7
Manitoba, Emo, Thunder Bay
December 8-20
Minnesota, Iowa

Ryan Hoekstra is a senior from
Kenosha, Wisconsin.
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John Van Dyk, Richard Eigenbrood, Dorenda Van Gaalen, Andrea Struyk, Rockne McCarthy, and Nicholas Wolterstorff were six of the participants in an intense two weeks of discussion and
reflection about education.

Seminar links education theory and practice
Duane Plantinga

For eight days in May
members of the education
faculty and academic administration met for another
of Dordt's annual summer
seminars to critically examine,
evaluate, and chart the course
for Dordt's teacher education
program over the next decade.
Dordt faculty invited Sister
Margaret Wick, president of
Briar Cliff College in Sioux
City, Iowa, and Dr. Nicholas
Wolterstorff,
professor of
philosophy at Calvin College,
to join the seminar.
Rockne McCarthy, dean of
the social science division and
coordinator of the Studies Institute, opened the seminar by
encouraging participants to
stand back and speculate
seriously yet playfully on the
future direction of the teacher
education program. To set the
stage for the seminar's discussions, faculty members reviewed
their·
current
curriculum and the new program standards set by the
Iowa Department of Education. As part of their review
and assessment of the current
program and curriculum, participants looked at survey data
gathered from a sample group
of .Dordt graduates who are
teachers and principals.
As a rule the alumni commented favorably on the
Christian perspective they had
received from their general
education courses. They also
offered a variety of suggestions: more student teaching
time, more awareness of exceptional students, and more
exposure to different grade
levels. When asked to identify
problem areas for beginning
teachers, respondents pointed
to time management
and
organizational skills, coping
with
workloads,
and
classroom management and
discipline.
By the end of three intense
days most of the issues and
concerns related to the present

program had been opened up,
and Sister Wick brought the
week to a close with her reflections. She challenged participants to reaffirm Dordt's
perspective
on Christian
education and to strive for a
balance between insitutional
program integrity and dutiful
response
to constituency
needs.
Several threads of our
deliberation intrigued Wick:
the international flavor of our
student body and its implications for diverse certification
requirements, the concern for
students, the commitment to
integration, the repeated call
for strong interchange between theory and practice, our
interest in promoting teacher
development
into possible
graduate programs, and the
potential
for in-service
development
for teachers
through the Center for Educational Services.
The second week began on a
different note. Rather than
simply knitting together any
rough edges of the previous
week, we were challenged to
consider the deep, initial
thread work of the issues of
education. Dr. John Van Dyk,
professor of philosophy and
director of the Center for
Educational Services opened
the week with a paper that addressed some foundational
issues: Is education a distinct
discipline? If so, what are its
parameters? What are the implications for Dordt's teacher
education program?
Education, for Van Dyk, is
not a specific academic
discipline like physics; rather it
is a realm for investigation"an area of life in which
education theory and practice
interact." According to Van
Dyk, "Education is the process of exercising formative influence on a person such that
the person is led from one level
of ability to respond to God's
authoritative
presence to
another." Christian education

must direct students in such a
way that it enables them to be
disciples for the Lord. Education becomes secularized when
the formative
influencing
leads to something other than
a response to God.
Teacher education
programs, according to Van Dyk,
on the one hand, must teach
students about education; but,
on the other hand, the
students must be taught in
such a way as to be teachers.
As a result, Van Dyk says he
feels, "In our teacher education program
pedagogical
design probably plays a more
important role than in any
other area of the Dordt curriculum."
Prospective
teachers ought first to be experientially involved in the
teaching-learning process and
then also be "enabled" to step
back and examine the larger
context and issues in education. That larger external context includes understanding
the importance
of the
philosophy and history of
education, the role of education in society, the place of the
school, and the sociology and
politics of the school. The
goals of education,
the
school's
internal
support
structure, the administrative
structures, and the authority
relationships within the school
are also crucial to understanding education.
Dr. Wolterstorff commended Van Dyk for the work he is
doing on what it means to
teach
Christianly
and
lamented the fact that little
significant study of this sort is
being done today. He then
presented his understanding of
the field of education.
Wolterstorff
pictured
the
educational enterprise as both
a study and an induction into a
particular field. He suggested
that the teacher education program see teaching as a social
practice like the practice of
farming or medicine or dentistry. A teacher education

program aims to help students
participate in a sophisticated
version of that social practice.
There are certain traditions
and technologies that students
must be made aware of, habits
that must be formed, and critiques that must be given.
Education, he believes, has a
variety of features that change
in light of social forces.
The final days of the
seminar were spent exploring
the specific implications of
ideas that had developed during the week. Workshops dealt
with the curricular implications of the issues discussed,
alternative teaching styles, the
kinds of core courses that
should be developed, and the
possibility of lengthening student teaching time.
The final day included a
discussion of a master's program in education. Dordt's
long-term goal is to establish a
unified educational outreach
through three major programs-the
undergraduate
program, the graduate program, and the Center for
Educational
Services. Dr.
Douglas Ribbens, vice president for academic affairs, in
reporting on a survey that had
been conducted, gauged that
more intensive study and planning must be done to develop a
viable master's program. Ribbens'
realistic
appraisal
challenged the seminar participants to work toward such
a program aware of the institutional, administrative,
and instructional implications.
In his closing comments,
President J .B. Hulst reiterated
Dordt's long-standing commitment to Christian teacher
education and urged the faculty to further develop and
enhance the program in light
of a biblical reformed perspective. Given the scope of the
issues raised in the seminar, he
stated, "We have our work cut
out for us."
0
Duane Plantinga teaches education at Dordt:
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, , Christian
education must
direct students in
such a way that it
enables them to be
disciples for the
Lord."
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ARouND CAMPUS
Meyer directs Calvin Alumni
Players in "Purpaleanie"
Sally Jongsma

"purpaleanie"

Repertory tbeatre memben were (top row): Lisa Witzellbarg. Chuck Adams, Oark Huisman, Heatber Bowman,
Georgia Sjurdema. Preston Zwart, Mark Vis; (bottom row): Tbb Collins, AnDa De Jong.

Repertory theatre performs at YCF
Convention
Miriam Keen

The
Dordt College
Repertory
Theatre taught
many high school and college
students to "partly know
something about love" at this
year's Young Calvinist Convention. "Partly to Know
Something About Love" is a
play written by James C.
Schaap. It works through the
question, What is the nature
of love? by relating it to the individual's need to take a
chance and invest himself in a
meaningful relationship, says
Or. Verne Meyer, the Dordt
theatre arts professor who
directed the group.
The group, consisting of
seven Dordt students and
Meyer, gathered in Flagstaff,
Arizona, on Thursday, August
14. Meyer flew from Grand
Rapids, Michigan, where he
was directing a play. Another
member flew from California.
The rest of the students came
in a van from Sioux Centerhaving stopped off at the
hometowns of several students

along the way.
After two months apart, the
troupe spent Thursday night
and all day Friday rehearsing.
On Saturday they presented a
play written for the convention
by Meyer,
titled
"Reaching Across"-the
theme of this year's convention.
Over the course of the week,
the touring troupe presented
"Partly to Know Something
About Love" three times.
Following each presentation,
they held a discussion/reaction session. Through these,
the actors found that most
people enjoyed the play and
appreciated the way Schaap
explored the idea of love. In
addition to putting on the
play, students helped Meyer
present several workshops
throughout the convention.
The convention was, in a
way, the final stop of the company's tour which began late
last spring and took them to
high
schools
in Iowa,
Michigan,
Ontario,
and
Illinois.
0

is
one of a handful of the many
plays directed by Or. Verne
Meyer that remain profoundly
important to him. This summer Meyer again had the opportunity to direct the play,
originally adapted from the
book Purpaleanie and other Permutations by Or. Stanley
Wiersma. As a celebration of
the life and work of Wiersma,
a Calvin English professor
who died in June, 1986, the
Calvin Alumni Players asked
Meyer to direct the play for
this summer's production.
Two months of rehearsal and
twelve sold-out performances
later, Meyer is still enthusiastic
about the play.
"cPurpaleanie' gives the
opportunity to cut through the
dualism that inhibits much of
our lives generally
and
especially the way we see art in
our lives,"
says Meyer.
"Wiersma's poems trace two
threads in the Reformed and
particularly
Christian
Reformed faith. On the one
hand, it celebrates the best of
the pietistic sincere devotion to
God and His revelation in
Scripture. On the other hand,
it reflects
the broader
Kuyperian understanding of
God's revelation in creation
and our call to be happily busy
creatures working in His
kingdom," says Meyer.
In a gentle, loving way,
Wiersma's mother represents
the genuine pietism that is an
important part of the Christian life. "His father, on the
other hand, is an open celebration of the world of work and
the sensual delight possible in
human life," Meyer describes.
"Purpaleanie"
touched
many who watched the play in
Grand Rapids. "The produc-

tion company felt a rich sense
of communion with the audience during and after the
performances," says Meyer.
The theater reviewer from the
Grand Rapids Press praised the
play calling it "a moving even'
ing of entertainment which is
touching
and
tenderly
humorous."
In another
review, Chris Meehan, the
religion editor, made the comment that "the play really hit
home." "The poet speaks to
us all, whatever our religious
persuasions, about the values
and memories we hold dear,"
he said. During an interview
with Meyer, Meehan expressed
the feeling that Reformed
Christians seem to have a
practical bent to their faith
that works itself out in their
lives. This observation, he
said, has made him take a
fresh look at his own Catholic
faith.
And that is part of what
Meyer hopes comes through
after seeing "Purpaleanie.
The play probes the questions
all Christians must ask: Who
is God? Who are we? and
How must we be busy in creation?
Meyer greatly enjoyed producing the play with the
Calvin Alumni Players and
found tremendous cooperation and support from both
the Alumni Players and many
individuals associated with the
college. His one regret was
that more students were not
able to see the play. By the
time students arrived on campus, most of the performances
were sold out. Meyer emphasized, "I think it is crucial
for college students to watch
us work through our identity
as the body of Christ by using
art and its potential for enabling us to be obedient and
thoroughly Christian."
0
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All-college retreat sets tone for a new year
Miriam Keen

Committee memben (back) Gallen Veurink, Mike Vander Wei, Rob Ruiscb,
(frontLJane Polinder, Sandy AIlspacb, Racbelle Vander Stelt, Jake Steiger,
and Lisa Wittenburg, hexan pla.mng the retreat already last spring. De
work continued over the summer and led to • fun·fllIed weekend tbis fall.
llmuuuuuuuHHHMMMMMWiu"'hW'm;;'·w..&:©

Rev.
B.J. Haan, the
former president of Dordt
College,
was this year's
speaker for the all-school
retreat held on August 28 and
29 at Camp Okoboji. Rev.
Haan developed the theme
"Unified to Glorify" by talking about the history of Dordt,
Student coordinators Jacob
Steiger
from
Lynden,
Washington,
and Rachelle
Vander Stelt from Sioux
Center, Iowa, and the rest of
the retreat committee worked
hard over the summer to make

the retreat the success it was.
Almost 300 students-nearly double last year's attendance-packed
up sleeping
bags and an extra pair of jeans
for the weekend by Lake
Okoboji. After moving into
their cabins, some played
volleyball or basketball, others
sat and enjoyed the outdoors
until it was time to eat. Dinner
was followed by a few skits
that helped get everyone in the
spirit of the retreat. Then it
was off to the fellowship
center for singing and the first
message by Rev. Haan. The
day ended with ice cream and

a campfire sing-along.
Saturday brought games for
everyone, two more messages
by Rev. Haan, a tug-of-war,
and a "kangaroo court,"
where
misdeeds
of the
weekend were paid for in notso-traditional ways.
The retreat was fun for all
who went, and many there
made new friends or got reacquinted with old ones.
All in all, the retreat proved
to be a great way to begin the
year. Almost everyone left
with a spirit of unity, and all
were glad to get back to Dordt
to take a nap.
0
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Five join faculty
Angela Struyk

Jan Schregardus
The
new director of
resident
life
is
Jan
Scbregardus,
from Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Schregardus's job includes selecting,
training, and supervising the
resident advisors (RAs) and
resident directors (RDs). She
meets weekly with individual
RAs and RDs, "dealing with
any joys or sorrows on the
wings," she explained. She is
also coordinator for Dordt's
international students from
Vietnam,

Laos,

Teaching students how
to make practical decisions
that are both economically
and morally sound is one of
the goals of the new herdsman
at Dordt's
Agriculture
Stewardship Center. Don
Voogt came to Dordt this year
with experience as both a civil
engineer and a dairy farmer.
He taught civil engineering for
two years at South Dakota
State University and spent the
last three years running his
own dairy farm in Volga,
South Dakota. While dairying, Voogt was also county
zoning and drainage officer.
"Working

in agriculture is

something I've liked since I

was a child," says Voogt, He
has also gained the respect of
others. Dr. Myer Owens, state
dairy extension agent for
South Dakota, says, "With a
civil engineering degree he has
become a first class dairyman
who would compare favorably
with anyone for knowledge,
ability, and love of cows. The
cows are extremely well cared
for, and he knows immediately when one is a little off feed
or down in milk."

In his new position at the
Stewardship Center, Voogt's
main concern is for the educa-

tion his students receive. He
looks forward to challenging
them to be leaders, not
followers, in the field of farming.
0

and Korea.

who introduce these crosscultural
students
to
Midwestern life and help
smooth out the rough edges of
adjustment.
Before coming to Dordt,
Schregardus was the Christian
Service and Living Coordinator at the Reformed Bible
College in Grand Rapids. She
described her job there as two
full-time jobs put together,
along
with teaching
a
sociology class in her "spare

Don Voogt

Jim

time. "

Coming to Dordt was not
for Schregardus "anything I
had in mind." She explained,
"the Lord moves the chess
pieces in certain ways and at
that point in time He said,
'this is what I want you to do,
ian.' " She said that the ad
for the position appeared In
The Banner at an opportune
"I'm

.~"..

"universal

background.' ,

ly, organizes group activities,
and finds "adoptive" parents

time.

heritage literature,

Lorna Van Gilst
~

lessons that arise out of one's

She counsels them individual-

an adventurous-

type person,"
she said.
"When I went to call Mr. Van
Soelen, I did not know what I
was going to say." Having accepted the appointment she
felt at peace.
A special
goal
that
Schregardus is interested in
pursuing at Dordt this year is
to better inform students
about the problem of AIDS.
"I hope to increase awareness
and knowledge of this rather
mysterious topic," she said.
Recently a close friend of
Schregardus died of AIDS.
The number of people testing
"positive" is increasing. For
Christians? "We can't live in
ignorance
about
this,"
Schregardus says.
0

After
teaching junior
high school English in Ripon,
California, for twenty years,
Lorna Van GUst has returned
to her native state of Iowa to
teach English at Dordt,
"Four or five years ago I
said I could do this forever.
But the Lord made me
restless" was how Van Gilst
described her decision to
change jobs. She had been
working on a masters degree in
English, with a writing emphasis, at the University of the
Pacific in Stockton, California, when she felt the urge to
teach at a different level.
Van Gilst is a Dordt
graduate and grew up on a
farm near Oskaloosa, Iowa.
As a writer she finds herself
writing about images of the
Midwest, and she hopes to do
more of what she terms

Jim Nienhuis
,

Nienbuis from
Denver, Colorado has joined
Dordt's social work faculty.
Nienhuis will be teaching three
courses: Introduction to Social
Work, Aging and Social
Work, and Social Welfare
Policy.
Formerly the diaconal coordinator for the Denver CRC
Diaconal Conference, a type
of social outreach program,
Nienhuis chose to come to
Dordt for "a new challenge,
and professionally for me a
good opportunity." Nienhuis

'I

in five school districts. "I was
think we talk involved in evaluations for
about some very real issues," special education and also
says Joan Heifner, who taught direct service such as inthe class Marriage and Family dividual student counseling
last semester at Dordt and is and short term family counselcoming back as a full-time ing."
member of the Sociology and
Last semester Heifner's
Social Work department.
Marriage and Family class was
Heifner will be teaching Mar- popular for students planning
riage and Family again, as well to get married. Heifner inas Introduction to Social tends to gear the class more
Work, and the Sociology of toward those students this
Deviance.
year, dealing with contemHeifner and her family have porary family issues such as
lived in Sioux Center since the children, sexuality, divorce,
fall of 1976. She worked for and finances. But the class is
Area Education Agency 4 as a .also partly a study of the famischool social worker, serving Iy as a sociological develop-
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Van Gilst is probably best
known as the editor of the
Christian Educator's journal; a
quarterly periodical. In the
past, she has found much support and input from the Dordt
community for the magazine.
Traveling is Van Gilst's
special interest, particularly
wheri it is connected with her
studies. In 1985 she studied at
Cambridge
University
in
England and traveled through
parts
of England
and
Ireland.
0

is a graduate of Calvin College, in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and received a
Masters of Social Work degree
from Western
Michigan
University.
Although Sioux Center is a
very different change of
scenery for Nienhuis, his wife
Karen, and their two sons, "I

think we'll enjoy it here,"
Nienhuis said. He enjoys biking with his family, golfing,
and reading.' "r' do a lot of
things, but I hav" leave a little time for work;" he said and
laughed.
0

to

ment fluctuating with time.
Even among Christians there
are such things as divorce or
an accident leaving a handicapped spouse. "I hope to introduce those things because
real life doesn't happen to be
ideal."
This summer Heifner spent
some time in Russia, a country
of special interest to her. Her
interests there focus on the
people and on 'change' having
to do with peace and reconciliation. Heifner hopes to be
able to-do some writing about
change, individual change as
well asl the broader scope of
social change.
0

Angela Struyk, a senior from
Sioux Center, Iowa, is editor of
The Diamond, Dordt's student

newspaper.

Joan Heifner
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FAcULlYNEWS
The professional involvements

0/ Dordt

faculty

members outside of the classroom reveal Dordt's
commitment to provide educational leadership in
the Christum community as well as among its
own students. By sharing these activities, we hope

to provide fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work
to be of service in Christ's kingdom.
"The Privacy of Storm," a story by Dr.
James C. Schaap, associate professor of
English, will appear in a new anthology of
Midwestern fiction due to be published in
January 1988. Schaap also had stories indud·
ed in Farmer's Market and Clockwatch Review
this summer. In October. he will be one of the
main speakers at the Christian Educator's
Association Convention to be held in South
Bend, Indiana.

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt
College, is sent to you as alumni and
friends of Christian Higher Education.
The Voice is published in October,
December, March, and June to share
information
about
the programs,
activities and needs of the college.
Send address
corrections
and
correspondence
to: VOICE, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, IA 51250.
Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor
Miriam Keen, student assistant
Lyle A. Gritters, Vice President for
College Advancement
Mary Bierma, layout
Publications Cound)
Abraham Bos, David Campbell,
Jim De Young, Lyle Gritters,
Howard Hall,
Quentin Van Essen,
Lorna Van Oilst,
Delmar Vander Zee
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John Hofland, assistant professor of
theatre arts and member of the National
Association for the Preservation and Promotion of Storytelling (NAPPS), told stories in
the Queen Juliana Theatre in Lynden,
Washington. Hotland also told stories for the
summer reading program in the Sioux Center
Public Library and for the Dordt Alumni
Homecoming.
In July, Dr. John Van Dyk, professor of
philosophy and director of the Center for
Educational Services, taught a three-week
graduate course in instructional theory and
practice at the Institute for Christian Studies
in Toronto. In August, he was a respondent
to Dr. Nick Wolterstorff at an international
conference for Christian higher education
held in Lusaka, Zambia. After the Zambian
conference, Van Dyk spent time in South
Africa, where he talked with education
departments of both white and black universities and teacher colleges.
Donald King, assistant professor of
political science, participated in a "Consulta-

.. Jonathan Edwards and the Scope of
Gospel Ministry," an article by Dr. Helen
Westra, associate professor of English, appeared in the June 1987 issue of Calvin
Theological Journal. Three of her poems were
accepted by Plainswoman, a Midwest poetry
journal. Westra recently returned from China
where she taught English at Sichuan College
of Education in southwest China. She
assisted in two weeks of orientation for 110
Christian teachers and then directed a team
of ten teachers.
Mary Schutten, physical education instructor and volleyball coach, helped develop a
volleyball coaching manual for beginning
coaches of youth sports. The manual will be
published by the Amateur Athletic Foundation for use in Southern California youth
sports programs.
Dale Grotenbuis, professor of music, con~
ducted the South Dakota Honors Choir held
in Rapid City, South Dakota, in August.
Grotenhuis wrote two commissioned works
and a new Christmas Cantata this summer.
Grotenhuis and the Dordt College Concert
Choir were also selected to perform at the
American Choral Director's Festival to be
held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in February.
On September 14, Dr. Joan Ringerwole,
professor of music, gave a workshop on
church organ repertoire for the Lincoln,
Nebraska, chapter of the American Guild of
Organists. On October 9, Ringerwole performed for the dedication recital of the
Calvary CRC organ in Minneapolis, Minnesota. On November 5 and 6 Ringerwole
will give a recital in the First eRC of
Modesto, California, and lead a workshop
for church organists.
On August 6, 1987, Duane PlantiDla, instructor in education, presented a paper at
the Christian Schools International convention held at Concordia College in Menoquen,
Wisconsin. The paper, •'Communicating
Christ Through Curriculum Development,
Implementation, and Evaluation."
urged
principals to encourage teachers to become
able interpreters of textbooks.

tion on the Biblical Role of Civil Government" at Geneva College in Beaver Falls,
Pennsylvania.
On October 1, Martin Dekkenga, associate
professor of communication, presented a sectional on preparing students for forensics
tournaments. The event was attended by
grade school and high school teachers.
Duane Bajema, assistant professor of
agriculture, gave a presentation at the Public
Policy Institute at the University of Northern
Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa, on June 26. The institute's theme this year was "Agriculture in
the Global Context: What are Iowa's Options?"
Henry Duitman, instructor in music, gave
an in-service workshop for the Sioux Falls,
South Dakota Public Schools band and orchestra directors on September 3.
Dr. Delmar Vander be, professor of
biology, participated in the 1987 AuSable
Forum, which addressed the idea of a Christian land ethic.
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